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Course Selection Guide 2018  
  

The distribution of this Course Selection Guide is an important part of the process designed to help you make 
informed choices for your future pathway, both here at the College, over the next four years, and beyond. 
 
Mount Eliza Secondary College offers an outstanding range of possibilities, to cater for all students.  During Year 9 
you will be able to select a number of elective subjects to support your learning in a variety of Learning Areas.  You 
will also be able to choose subjects in which you have a particular talent or interest. Year 10 students will be able to 
choose either a specific VCAL pathway or one designed for either VCE or VCAL in the later years.  All students 
not commencing a VCAL program in Year 10 will study a VCE Unit 1/2 subject. In Years 11 and 12 students will 
choose to study either for their VCAL or VCE or VCE (Baccalaureate) certificate. Within either of these certificates 
students may study VET subjects.  
 
To assist you in this important decision making process you will have access to advice from a course counselling 
team.  They will be able to answer questions and give recommendations based on your interests, future career 
aspirations and past academic performance.  It is imperative that you have undertaken thorough preparation for the 
counselling sessions. 
 
The Year 9 curriculum at Mount Eliza Secondary College is based on a core and elective program.  It is designed to 
provide students with the skills and knowledge for entry to VCE or VCAL.  Students will select a program that will 
consist of six units for each semester giving a total of 12 units in all. 

 
The Year 10 curriculum at Mount Eliza Secondary College is based on a core and elective program.  It is designed 
to provide students with the skills and knowledge for entry to either a VCE or VCAL pathway.  Students will select 
a program that will consist of six units for each semester giving a total of 12 units in all. 
 
Students should note that to be eligible for the award of the VCE (Baccalaureate), students will be required to meet 
the requirements of satisfactory completion of the VCE and:  

¶ satisfactorily complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence from English or Literature or English Language with a 
minimum study score of 30 or English as an Additional Language (EAL) with a minimum study score of 33  

¶ satisfactorily complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence in either Mathematics Methods or Specialist Mathematics  

¶ satisfactorily complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence in a VCE Language.  
 

In Year 11, VCE students will need to study 12 (semester length) units in Year 11, and 10 (semester length) units in 
Year 12. The page ôSelecting your Units of Studyõ and the descriptions of subjects offered will assist in planning your 
course. VCAL students will undertake a course of core subjects at school each semester in addition to a VET course 
and a Work Placement. 
 
Details about any VCAA courses or subjects can be found on the website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au. You will be 
informed about the detailed rules and requirements of VCE, VCAL and VET as you are introduced to your senior 
years. A Senior School Administrative Handbook will also be available on Compass. 

 

We wish you well in your deliberations and study. 
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Please ensure you come prepared to the Course Counselling Interview which will be held on 

Monday 24th July and Tuesday 25th July 2017, 12pm to 7pm. Bookings can be made via 

Compass, a notification will appear on your dashboard, please follow the link to make an 
appointment. If the appointment is during school hours, students will leave the classroom to 

attend the interview with parents/guardian.  
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Selecting Subjects at Year 9  
 

During Year 9 curriculum students will study Mathematics and English for the entire year and will participate in the 
Personal Futures program.  Over the year students will study 8 other elective subjects. The program is designed to 
provide students with the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge in preparation for Years 10, 11 and 12 
across a wide variety of subjects whilst providing an opportunity for students to pursue study within areas of 
particular interest to them. Both Year 9 and 10 students will be studying together within the elective subjects. 
 
We ask students to choose carefully.  Assistance in making choices can be gained from a number of areas: your 
mentor, the careers co-ordinator, subject teachers, and the Year 8 and 9 co-ordinators are happy to provide advice.  
When making choices students should give thought to what they are interested in and what they are good at and 
select subjects based on their own preference NOT those of their friends.  If students choose a subject that they are 
good at and enjoy, there is a good chance of success.   
 
Each unit is assessed fully during each semester.  Therefore it is essential that students keep up with their assessment 
tasks and submit work by the due date.  Many practical subjects also have large written components which are 
compulsory.  
 
A small number of subjects incur additional materials costs. A place in these units is contingent on payment of 
materials costs. 

 
The following information is a guide to subject selection. 
 
Year 9 students must complete a total of 12 semester length units (6 per semester) plus the Personal Futures 
programme. 
 
1. All students complete the Personal Futures programme throughout Year 9. 

 
2.  Students must complete the following compulsory units. 

a. ENGLISH   Semester 1 and 2 
b. MATHEMATICS   Semester 1 and 2 

 
3. Students must select at least 1 semester length Science elective to study during Year 9. 

 
4. Students must select at least 2 semester length Health and Physical Education elective to study during 

Year 9. 
 
5. Students are required to complete an additional 6 elective units. 

a. Students may also choose to expand their learning in Languages by choosing to study: 
i. a Language Other than English elective 

¶ These electives run for the entire year so count as two electives. 

¶ If students wish to be eligible for the VCE (Baccalaureate) one of the requirements is to 
complete a VCE Language at VCE Units 3 and 4. If students wish to be eligible for the 
VCE (Baccalaureate) they will need to study this language throughout Years 9-11. 

ii. an English elective 
 

b. Students may also choose to study a Mathematics elective to expand their work in this core area or 
extra Science electives to consolidate their scientific knowledge or extra electives in the area of Health 
and Physical Education. 

 
c. All Year 9 students are encouraged to select subjects from most, if not all of the following broad Areas 

of Learning: 
i. The Arts,  
ii. Humanities, and 
iii. Technology.  

Students must select at least one semester elective in each of these Areas of Learning during either 
Year 9 or 10, completing this requirement during Year 9 increases student choice in Year 10. 

 
During the counselling process the breadth of studentõs subject selections will be examined and adjustments made 
if required. 
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Selecting Subjects at Year 10  
 

The Year 10 curriculum at Mount Eliza Secondary allows students to choose from two possible pathways.  Most 

students will undertake a program which is based on a core and elective program.  Some students will choose a 

pathway which will allow them to begin working on the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning. 

 

Students working towards their Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning certificate will undertake a school based 

program for 3 days per week where they will study a Core curriculum covering Literacy, Numeracy, Personal 

Development and Work Related Skills.  For the other 2 days per week, Year 10 students undertaking this pathway 

will study a VETiS certificate and will undertake Structured Workplace Learning.  This may be structured within a 

School Based Apprenticeship and Training program (SBAT).  

 

The remaining students will participate in a program designed to provide students with the skills and knowledge for 

entry into VCE. This pathway will also develop studentsõ skills for entry into VCAL at Year 11. All students will 

study Mathematics and English for the entire year and will participate in a Personal Futures program. These students 

will study a Unit 1/2 (Year 11) subject.  Over the year the students will study a further 6 semester length elective 

subjects. This program is designed to provide students with the opportunity to develop their skills and knowledge 

in preparation for Years 11 and 12 across a wide variety of subjects whilst providing an opportunity for students to 

pursue study within areas of particular interest to them. Both Year 9 and 10 students will be studying together within 

the elective subjects. 

 

We ask students to choose carefully.  Assistance in making choices can be gained from a number of areas: your 

mentor, the careers co-ordinator, subject teachers, and the Year 10 and 11 co-ordinators are happy to provide advice. 

 

When making choices students should give thought to their career aspirations and select subjects based on their own 

preference NOT those of their friends.  If students choose a subject that they are good at and enjoy, there is a good 

chance of success.   

 

Each unit is assessed fully during each semester.  Therefore it is essential that students keep up with their assessment 

tasks and submit work by the required due dates.  Many practical subjects also have large written components 

which are compulsory.  

 

A small number of subjects incur additional materials costs. A place in these units is contingent on payment of 

materials costs. 

 

The following information is a guide to subject selection. 
 
PATHWAY 1:  VCAL 

 

1. Students undertaking this pathway will undertake a core program of Literacy, Numeracy, Personal 

Development and Work Related Skills.   

2. Students are required to complete a VETiS subject and Work Placement or an SBAT during Semester 

1 and 2.    

The purpose of this is to provide opportunities for students to: 

¶ extend and challenge themselves beyond the programs offered at Year 10 

¶ begin working towards a qualification ð VET certificate 

¶ commence a compulsory aspect of the VCAL certificate. 

 

Please note: It is each studentõs responsibility to source and organise their own Work Placement. At time the 

Careerõs Counsellor may be able to provide some initial contact details. 

 

Please refer to the description of VETiS / SBAT subjects in the second half of this booklet. 
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PATHWAY 2: Towards VCE 

 

Students must complete a total of 12 semester length units (6 per semester) plus the Personal Futures programme. 

 
1. All students complete the Personal Futures programme throughout Year 10. 

 
2. Students must complete the following compulsory units. 

a. ENGLISH   Semester 1 and 2 
b. MATHEMATICS  Semester 1 and 2 

 
3. Students are required to complete a VCE subject during Semester 1 & 2 

 

The purpose of this is to: 

¶ provide opportunities for students to extend and challenge themselves beyond the programs offered at 

Year 10; 

¶ stimulate the ongoing development of a culture supportive of striving for excellence;  

¶ provide opportunities for students to increase their university entrance scores by completing a program 

of six studies with study scores; 

¶ introduce students to the demands of VCE studies. 

Please refer to the description of VCE subjects in the second half of this booklet.  

 
4. Students must select at least 1 semester length Science elective to study during Year 10. 

 
5. Students must select at least 2 semester length Health and Physical Education elective to study during 

Year 10. 
 

6. Students are required to complete an additional 4 study units. 
 
The recommendation is to choose subjects which: 

¶ you like and are interested in; 

¶ you are good at; and ones where 

¶ you would like to further develop your skills.  

 

Students should also think about what they would like to study in Years 11 and 12 to ensure that they develop 

the necessary skills and knowledge in these areas during Year 10. 

 
a. Students may choose to expand their learning in Languages by choosing to study: 

i. a Language Other than English elective 

¶ These electives run for the entire year so count as two electives. 

¶ If students wish to be eligible for the VCE (Baccalaureate) one of the requirements 
is to complete a VCE Language at VCE Units 3 and 4. If students wish to be eligible 
for the VCE (Baccalaureate) they will need to study this language throughout Years 
9-11. 

ii. an English elective 
 

d. Students may also choose to study a Mathematics elective to expand their work in this core area or 
extra Science electives to consolidate their scientific knowledge or extra electives in the area of Health 
and Physical Education. 
 

b. All Year 10 students are encouraged to select subjects from most, if not all of the following broad 
Areas of Learning: 

i. The Arts,  
ii. Humanities,  
iii. Technology.  

 
Students must select at least one semester elective in each of these Areas of Learning during either 
Year 9 or 10. 

 
During the counselling process the breadth of studentõs subject selections will be examined and adjustments made if 

required. 
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VCAL Studies  
 

Victorian Ce rtificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)   
  

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a hands-on option for Year 10 students. The VCAL gives 

you practical, work related experience, as well as literacy and numeracy skills and the opportunity to build personal 

skills that are important for life and work. Students who choose to do the VCAL are likely to be interested in going 

on to training at TAFE, doing an apprenticeship, or getting a job after completing school.  

VCAL will be useful for students whose planned career pathway does not require an ATAR score. 

VCAL is studied under five compulsory strands: 

Strand 1 -   Literacy Skills.  

Strand 2 -   Numeracy Skills.   

Strand 3 -  Industry Specific skills are usually drawn from Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs,   

  VCE VET subjects or through the training component of a Traineeship or a School Based  

  Apprenticeship & Traineeship (SBAT). 

Strand 4 Ȥ  Work Related Skills are undertaken through participation in a school based course. 

Strand 5 -  Personal Development Skills requires you to participate in team based projects and / or structured  

  activities that will develop your team work skills, self confidence and other skills important for life and  

  work.  Project work will be completed through school based activities. 

 

VCAL has three levels ð Foundation, Intermediate and Senior. Certificates are awarded for the successful completion 

of each of the levels. It is envisaged at MESC that, in most cases, Year 10 students will study for the Foundation 

Certificate.   

 

VCAL courses are designed to suit individual needs and students electing this pathway will have extensive course 

counseling with the Student Pathways Coordinator and / or Year 10 Coordinators.  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students selecting a VCAL program will be required to choose either a VET course or organise a 

Traineeship / School Based Apprenticeship & Traineeship (SBAT).  If these requirements are not met, 

the student will not be enrolled in VCAL and will be required to select a general Year 10 course. 

  

 

VCAL School Based Subject Cost:  $290 

Payment is due by Friday 13th October. Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by Friday 13th October 

2017 (first week Term 4).    
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Vocational Education and Training (VET)  

The Vocational Education and Training (VET) in schools program combines general VCAL studies with vocational 

training and hands-on training and practice in the workplace. VET in schools programs are fully recognised by the 

VCAA and contribute to a unit 1-4 sequence OR a unit 1-2 sequence. 

Successful completion of a VET in the VCAL program provides students with the ability to articulate into further 

vocational education and training courses with, in many cases, credit being given towards an apprenticeship. 

Students may be required to complete 40ñ 80 hours of Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) out of school hours, 

usually during the holidays. 

School Based Apprenticeship & Traineeship (SBAT)  

School Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships are also a recognised program within VCAL. 

In order to participate in this program, students need to find an employer willing to participate in the scheme. The 

College will then assist the student and the employer to make the necessary arrangements with a registered training 

organisation.  An additional cost is associated with the monitoring of the apprenticeship. 

 

  

VET COSTS: 

  

Any student interested in a VET subject should discuss this with Mrs Leanne Paterson, 

Student Pathways Coordinator. Many of the VET courses available are listed later in this 

booklet.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VET programs are optional, and they do involve additional costs: 

 
FULL PAYMENT OF VET FEES MUST BE MADE BEFORE STUDENT 
ENROLMENT IS CONFIRMED WITH COURSE PROVIDERS.  Where full payment is 
not received by Thursday 30 November 2017, an alternative program will need to be 
discussed with relevant course counsellors. 
  
VET Deposit:    A non-refundable deposit of $100 is due by 13 October 2017. 
  
Final VET Payment Due in Full:  Thursday 30 November 2017 
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LIST OF YEAR 9 AND 10 SUBJECT LEVIES  

 

The following charges will be required to be paid by all students enrolling in the subject indicated below.   

These charges represent extra materials that are required to complete the course and enrolment will only be confirmed 

when these payments are made.   

 

To secure enrolment all payments for electives are required by Friday 13th October 2016. 

LEARNING AREA  SUBJECT NAME  YEAR 

LEVEL/S  

LEVY  

 Year 9 & 10 Personal Futures Year 9 $90 

VCAL 

 VCAL Year 10  $290 

 VET Year 10 Various 

 SBAT Year 10 Various 

THE ARTS 

 Visual Arts  Years 9 and 10 $109 

 Performance Arts  Years 9 and 10 $35 

 Media Years 9 and 10 $35 

 Visual Communication Design Years 9 and 10 $109 

 VCE Units 1 and 2  Drama Years 10 and 11 $90 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Media Years 10 and 11 $118 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Studio Arts Years 10 and 11 $124 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Visual Communication Design Years 10 and 11 $124 

 VET Music (Technical Production) Cert III Years 10 and 11 See VET 

 VET Music (Music Performance) Cert III Years 10 and 11 See VET 

ENGLISH 

 Year 9 English Semester 1 and 2 All Year 9s $30 

 Year 10 English Semester 1 and 2 All Year 10s $30 

 Year 10 English as a Second Language Semester 1 & 2 Year 10 EAL $30 

 Express Yourself Years 9 and 10 $20 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 English Years 10 and 11 $50 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Literature Years 10 and 11 $50 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 Active Health Years 9 and 10 $40 

 Physical Education Years 9 and 10 $40 

 Outdoor Education ð Coastal & Forest Years 9 and 10 $320 

 Outdoor Education ð Alpine & River Years 9 and 10 $410 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Health & Human Development Years 10 and 11 $72 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Physical Education Years 10 and 11 $72 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Outdoor Education Years 10 and 11 $883 

 VET Outdoor Ed (Scuba) Cert III Years 10 and 11 See VET 

 VET Sport and Recreation Cert III Years 10 and 11 See VET 

THE HUMANITIES 

 World Domination  Years 9 and 10 $15 

 Global Communities Years 9 and 10 $15 

 The Good, The Bad and The Ugly Years 9 and 10 $15 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Business Management Years 10 and 11 $50 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 History Years 10 and 11 $50 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Legal Studies Years 10 and 11 $50 

    

LANGUAGES  

 Indonesian Semester 1 and 2 Years 9 and 10 $63 

 Chinese First Language  Semester 1 and 2 Years 9 and 10 $30 

 VCE Units 1 and 2  Chinese First Language Years 10 and 11 $30 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Indonesian Years 10 and 11 $30 
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MATHEMATICS 

 Mathematics Semester 1 and 2 Years 9 & 10 $85 

 Mathematics English as a Second Language  
Semester 1 and 2 

Year 10 EAL $85 

 Problem Solving and Logic Years 9 and 10 $20 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 General Mathematics Years 10 and 11 $60 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Mathematical Methods  Years 10 and 11 $60 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Specialist Mathematics Years 10 and 11 $60 

SCIENCE 

 Extreme Science Years 9 and 10 $30 

 Forensic Science Years 9 and 10 $30 

 Life Science Years 9 and 10 $30 

 Neuroscience Years 9 and 10 $30 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Biology Years 10 and 11 $125 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Chemistry Years 10 and 11 $90 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Psychology Years 10 and 11 $85 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Physics Years 10 and 11 $85 

DESIGN, CREATIVITY & TECHNOLOGY  

 Food and Technology Years 9 and 10 $202 

 Industrial Design & Technology ð Wood, Metal, 

Plastics 

Years 9 and 10 $128 

 Textiles Years 9 and 10 $101 

 VCE Units 1 and 2  Food and Technology Years 10 and 11 $377 

 VCE Units 1 and 2 Product Design & Technology Years 10 and 11 $115 

 VET Media (Game Art/Design) Cert III Years 10 and 11 See VET 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY 

 Multimedia Authoring Years 9 and 10 $29 

 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

EVENT  DATE  

Introduction to Course Selection and Pathway Assemblies begin  this week Monday 26th June 

Course Selection Handbook Published on College Website Monday 26th June 

Compass bookings open for Course Counselling Interview - parent Monday 26th June 

Last day to book Course Counselling Interview - parent Sunday 23rd July 

Course Counselling Interviews x 2 days Mon & Tues 24/25 June 

Subject Allocation published Monday 4th Sept (week of) 

Compass Publication of Levies to families ð families are able to pay in full 
or take up the option to pay by 4 equal instalments 

Monday 11th September 

Payment Plans at differing intervals and options available at the office, if you 
would like to take this option, please do so by this date  

Friday 22nd September 

Elective Levy Payment due in full Friday 13th October 

VET deposits due ($100 non-refundable) Friday 13th October 

Jumpstart begins Monday 27th November 

VET fees due in full Thursday 30th November 
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SUBJECT  DESCRIPTIONS  
 

PERSONAL FUTURES 

Personal Futures is a learning program designed to extend on prior learning undertaken in IDEEA Lab and to provide 
students with opportunities to explore areas directly related to their stage of development, such as health and fitness, 
personal safety, management of finances and personal values. Over years 9 and 10 students will undertake either a 
community based or personal learning project through which they will embark on a personal learning journey. 
Students will participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context. The project will assesses studentsõ 
skills in terms of self-management, research, communication, critical and creative thinking, and collaboration. It 
encourages students to connect classroom learning experience with personal experience, and to develop their own 
interests for lifelong learning. Through this they will: 

¶ generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth investigation 

¶ demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an extended period of 
time 

¶ communicate effectively in a variety of situations 

¶ demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning 

¶ appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments. 

These student-planned learning activities include: 

¶ deciding what they want to learn about, identifying what they already know, and discovering what they will 
need to know to complete the project 

¶ creating proposals or criteria for their project, planning their time and materials, and recording developments 
of the project 

¶ making decisions, developing understandings and solving problems, communicating with their supervisor 
and others, and creating a product or developing an outcome evaluating the product/outcome and reflecting 
on their project and their learning. 

Throughout the two years students will be able to personalise their learning and focus on areas of interest, strengths and 
weaknesses.  
In Year 9 students will participate in a variety of activities which build their awareness of differences between 
communities through activities undertaken near the Melbourne CBD. They will also be exposed to the range of cultural 
and historical activities available in Melbourne. 
 
In Year 10 students will participate in a variety of activities which will build their awareness of Pathways including various 
Tertiary options. 
In both year levels guest speakers and presenters, and local excursion opportunities may be provided to support the 
program.  
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Subject Cost:            Personal Futures Year 9 & 10:  $90  
 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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THE A RTS  
 

VISUAL ARTS  
 

This exciting and rewarding subject promotes independence in studentsõ approach to exploring, developing and refining 

images and forms in their artworks.  They use a range of interesting and varied materials to record, experiment with and 

refine ideas which assist in developing their own art style. During the semester, students experience the pleasure of many 

different art forms including: drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture/ceramics. Some of the different techniques 

used include landscape and portrait photography, acrylic and water colour painting, stencilling, lino and monotype 

printing, oil and chalk pastel work, different drawing styles and techniques, clay modelling and 3D construction. This 

subject is an important stepping stone to VCE Studio Arts. 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: VISUAL ARTS: $109.00 per Semester 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERFORMANCE ARTS  
In this elective, students will have the opportunity to perform and express themselves through music, drama, 

movement and mime. They will be involved in scripted and non-scripted plays and they will also have the chance to 

perform in a live musical production. Students will learn about the use of symbols in drama and explore ways of 

expressing themselves through language. Students will gain experience in developing their natural ability as well as 

learning new styles of theatre. They will design and construct props and consolidate their knowledge of stagecraft.  

 

                  

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: PERFORMANCE ARTS:  $35.00 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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MEDIA   

Directorõs Chair: 21st Century Filmmaking: Did you know that we consume an average of 9 hours of media 

every single day? Understanding the way the media works, and the products it creates, is essential to being a citizen in 

the modern world. This course will support students to discover how the media industry operates, and to identify the 

challenges faced by both the producers and consumers of 21st century media products. After an in-depth study of film 

genre and production elements, students will write, film and edit their own short film. They will also research a film role 

and undertake this role in their production. Students will also gain an appreciation of professional films, images and how 

they create meaning for an audience. This course is highly beneficial for those looking to pursue VCE media studies. 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: MEDIA:   $35.00 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN  
The Visual Communication Design course aims to develop an understanding and awareness of graphic means through 

imagery, including contemporary technologies. During the semester students will experience a variety of techniques 

relevant to the design industry, including Two Dimensional and Three Dimensional drawing and the use of computer 

generated design.  This subject will further develop the studentsõ ability to solve design problems through researching, 

designing and analysing information and will help them to better understand and interpret the visual world surrounding 

them. 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN:   $109.00 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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ENGLISH   
 
COMPULSORY UNIT FOR EACH SEMESTER 
    

 

ALL YEAR 10 STUDENTS NOT COMPLETING A VCAL COURSE MUST STUDY ONE OF THE 
FOLLOWING 2 ENGLISH SUBJECTS  
 

 

YEAR 9/10 ENGLISH SEMESTER 1 & 2 
These units are designed to further develop students the ability to speak, listen, read, view and write with enjoyment, 

purpose, effect and confidence.  It also encourages understanding of the ways in which language varies according to 

context, purpose, audience and content.  A broad range of texts is studied, and the focus is the capacity to discuss and 

analyse texts and language critically. 

 

 
 
Proposed Subject Cost:  Year 9 or 10 ENGLISH Semester 1 & 2: $30 
Payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to 

arrange a payment program, if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 

13th October (first week Term 4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 10 EAL - ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE SEMESTER 1 & 2 
These units are designed to support students for whom English is a second language.  It is primarily designed for students 

who will meet the English as Second Language criteria to study EAL in Year 12.  

 

 
 
 
Proposed Subject Cost:  Year 10 EAL Semester 1 & 2: $30 
Payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to 

arrange a payment program, if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 

13th October (first week Term 4). 
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EXPRESS YOURSELF 
ôExpress Yourself!õ is an English elective unit which focuses on creative writing. As writers, students will explore a  range 

of genres, forms and styles. 

 

What will you do? 

Firstly, you will develop a ôWriterõs Toolboxõ. Your toolbox will be built up over a period of time and will comprise tools 

designed to help make you a better composer of text. Your tools might include, for example, ways of working with: 

narrative structure, characterisation, writing conversation, exciting vocabulary, playing with time, genre, context, 

purpose, audience, form, language, and style. 

 

Once you have served your writing apprenticeship by filling your toolbox, you can then become a fledgling writer by 

producing a portfolio of written and multimodal pieces. You will negotiate your ideas and production with your teacher. 

You might for example: 

¶         produce a folio which explores a theme, such as ôHumans and their Environmentõ by creating a political 

cartoon which presents a view about an environmental issue, a photo story about an endangered species or 

area, a science fiction story which explores the impact of human impact on the environment and a personal 

recollection of a moment when you were affected by your environment; 

¶         produce a folio of pieces united by a genre approach, for example you may wish to create a number of works 

in the anime genre or steam punk genre; 

¶ produce a folio that explores a number of styles, genres and forms that have always wanted to try ð poetry, 

play scripts, comic strips or graphic stories. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Subject Cost:  EXPRESS YOURSELVES:  $20 per Semester 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION
    

ACTIVE HEALTH  
Active Health will provide students with the opportunity to analyse the factors that shape their sense of self and 

wellbeing through both theoretical and practical based learning. A range of situations where their own or othersõ health 

and wellbeing may be at risk will be investigated by students as problem solving exercises. This will include health issues 

in society such as obesity and types of mental illness, with as specific focus on our National health Priority Areas 

(NHPAõs). Throughout the semester, students will also have the opportunity to engage in regular physical activity to 

enhance the health and wellbeing for themselves and their community.  

 

Relationships, risks taking behaviours such as understanding appropriate sexual behaviour and laws on the health and 

wellbeing of Australians are other key focus areas of this subject. Students will investigate a range of community health 

services and strategies offered and analyse how they promote good health as well as how they can be used to support 

the health needs of individuals. Students will also examine strategies that address the current trends in health status of 

Australians and analyse the role of nutrition in relation to this. Students planning to study VCE Health and Human 

Development are advised to undertake a minimum of one semester of Health Education. 

 

 
 
Proposed Subject Cost: ACTIVE HEALTH:   $40.00 per Semester 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

In Physical Education, the focus is on providing students with an opportunity to practice and apply movement 

concepts, coaching strategies and biomechanical principals in a range of sporting contexts. Students will investigate 

coaching styles and develop knowledge and skills of successful coaching techniques through practical experience. 

Through their coaching experiences, the students will be able to compare and contrast coaching styles and develop 

training sessions for athletes of differing ability and age levels. Monitoring patterns of participation is another key 

element of this subject, with students becoming familiar with how to apply the Australian Physical Activity and Sedentary 

behaviour guidelines.  

 

A study of how the musculoskeletal system works to produce movement. The students will investigate the different 

components of fitness, learn to set personal fitness goals and undertake a personalised training program for improving 

or maintaining physical activity and fitness levels. The study of training methods and principles as well as the effect 

training has on the body systems is also covered. Throughout the course of the semester, students will be exposed to a 

balance of practical and theoretical experiences. Regular involvement in both elements of the course is compulsory and 

will include activities to assist the students in understanding and learning through, in and about movement. The course 

includes excursions to venues such as Scienceworks, The MCG Sports Museum and VIS to further develop an 

understanding of course content in relation to real world applications. Students planning to study VCE Physical 

Education are advised to undertake a minimum of one semester of Physical Education. 

 
 
 
Proposed Subject Cost: PHYSICAL EDUCATION:   $40 per Semester 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION  

Outdoor Education involves the study of natural ecosystems and the techniques required to journey through these 

environments. Students study the history, characteristics, flora, fauna, human uses and conservation of a range of 

ecosystems and participate in a series of excursions and camps. Students planning to study VCE Outdoor and 

Environmental Studies are advised to study a minimum of one semester of Outdoor Education. 

 

COASTAL & FOREST (SEMESTER 1 ONLY)  
During term 1, students complete a study of coastal environments and the skills required for safe surfing and other 

aquatic activities. Topics covered include flora and fauna of the coast, wave formation, weather, water safety, and basic 

surf skills. Students develop their practical skills through:  

¶ surf lessons 

¶ 2-day surf camp  

 

During term 2, students complete study of forest environments and skills required to complete an overnight bushwalk. 

Topics covered include Victorian forest types, map reading, navigation, menu planning, minimal impact and categories 

of National Parks. Students develop their practical skills through:  

¶ a trangia cooking session  

¶ 2-3 day bushwalking camp 

¶ Camp preparation  

 
 
 
Proposed Subject Cost: COASTAL & FOREST:  $320.00 per Semester 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

 

ALPINE & RIVER (SEMESTER 2 ONLY)  
During term 3, students complete a study of alpine environments and the skills required to cross-country ski. Topics 

covered include characteristics of snow, equipment and clothing, role of technology, hypothermia, snow safety and 

conservation of alpine environments. Students develop their practical skills through: 

¶ Ice skating excursion 

¶ 2-day Nordic ski camp 

 

During term 4, students complete a study of river environments and the skills required to complete a 2-day canoe camp. 

Topics covered include the water cycle, water as a finite resource, historical and contemporary uses of rivers and paddling 

skills and techniques. Students develop their practical skills through: 

¶ Canoeing practice session 

¶ Overnight canoe camp 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: ALPINE & RIVER:   $410.00 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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The HUMANITIES  

The Humanities provides an opportunity for students to learn and understand how societies are influenced by 

historical, geographical and economical factors. While each humanities subject has a CONTEXT of history, 

geography and economics, in all studies students will investigate how these concepts inter relate and impact each 

other.   

 

WORLD DOMINATION  - power and wealth in the 21st century 
This elective program will provide students with a range of information about some of the issues and systems they will 
encounter in their lives after school.  Forewarned and forearmed!  In this course students will study topics such as 
how different societies allocate resources to satisfy the wants and needs of its members.  As with any social science, 
this course is concerned with human social behaviour:  the behaviour of individuals and the interaction among them.  
Economics is also concerned with how to best manage resource scarcity and addresses the requirements for human 
survival and economic sustainability.  
 
The course also gives students the opportunity to find out about the rights and responsibilities of young people as 
their lives become more independent.  Other Legal Studies topics may include an examination of the origin of 
Australiaõs legal system and how Australian laws are made. Students will investigate where our law comes from, how 
laws are made, and crimes in society.   
 
Business topics may include òRunning Your Own Businessó and òWho Wants to Be a Millionaire?ó. These topics 
explore types of business ownership, the 4Põs marketing mix, advertising strategies, product and package design and 
economies of scale.  Students take on the State and tackle the ASX Schoolõs Sharemarket Game.  Will conservative 
investors or major risk takers be the most successful?  
 
This subject is an excellent introduction for students who may be interested in studying Business Management, 
Economics, Legal Studies or Politics in VCE or if considering a career in the law or politics. 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Subject Cost: WORLD DOMINATION:  $15 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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GLOBAL COMMUNITIES  ð passport to the future 
The Geography units offered allow students a wide range of choice in terms of both the physical elements of Geography 
and the interaction with human environments. All units focus on global and regional areas with current examples that 
create a challenging and informative program.  Students are able to engage in a variety of issues that our planet faces 
today and are exposed to the diverse nature of the world we occupy. Across the entire 9/10 Geography program students 
may undertake studies from the following areas: 

¶ The study of Current Issues looks at questions such as: Can the world sustain current population growth? Are 

measures such as ôChinaõs One Child Policyõ an appropriate solution? Why is there such a huge difference 

between the rich and poor countries of the world? What are the different conditions that people live under and 

what can be done to help these less developed areas? 

¶ Our Dynamic earth looks at the physical forces that control the elements of our environment and the way in 

which humans respond to these changes. Students investigate the causes of sudden and often devastating 

events such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis and cyclones. 

¶ Environmental Geography concentrates on the natural ecosystems of the world and how human interaction 

has altered nearly every area of the world. Topics include endangered species, deforestation, pollution and 

climate change. Students will have the opportunity to visit a local animal sanctuary to experience the need for 

conservation in the local area. 

 

 
Proposed Subject Cost: GLOBAL COMMUNITIES:  $15 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October 

(first week Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

THE GOOD, THE BAD  AND THE UGLY - stories of  our past 
Exploring and analysing various historical contexts, the MESC year 9/10 History course will challenge students to 

uncover the origins of the world in which we live today ð the good, the bad, and the ugly. With studies as varied as 

Australian colonisation and the resulting Frontier Wars, to the explosion of the Great War in 1914, or the rise of Hitler 

and Nazi Germany during World War II, students will undertake in depth inquiry based studies into the big questions 

posed by the human stories of our past. Not simply a rigid classroom based subject, the History program will also bring 

the past to life through fieldwork activities and opportunities for engagement with innovative historical institutions; for 

example, the Jewish Holocaust Centre .  

 

This elective program is designed to enable students to develop an understanding of change, continuity, causation and 

evidence; develop the knowledge, concepts and skills to analyse the ways in which the past has been represented visually, 

orally and in written form; develop the historiographical skills required to respond to historical evidence creatively and 

critically; acquire a broad historical knowledge that presents a rich understanding of world histories.  

Ultimately, students will learn how to use their historical knowledge to better understand the complex world of today ð 

certainly, the past does not repeat itself, but it often rhymes. 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY:  $15 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought.  
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LANGUAGE   

 

The study of language prepares students for a world in which intercultural communication and understanding are 

becoming more and more important. Students learn to understand the multicultural and multilingual nature of Australian 

society and a world that is globalising and highly mobile.  

 

The study of a language at this level is connected to all fields relevant to the students such as their future pathways of 

study and their possible careers. Texts, activities and domains are selected that draw on the contexts in which languages 

such as Indonesian is used in Australian society, including the many study and occupational fields in which a second 

language is useful, locally and globally. By the end of Year 10, students will have a functional level of competency in 

Indonesian. 

 

Language must be studied continuously as the skills and content are cumulative. Please note that it is not possible to 

commence the study of a language in Year 9. If a student wishes to continue their study of a language into Year 11 and 

12 they must study the language for all four semesters in Year 9 and 10. 

 

 

INDONESIAN SEMESTER 1 AND 2     
In this course, students will deepen their understanding and appreciation of the Indonesian language as they develop 

their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Students will learn about the Indonesian-speaking world and through 

this, gain a greater understanding of their own language and culture.  

This course will build upon the knowledge acquired in Years 7 and 8. Studentsõ knowledge and understanding of 

Indonesian structures will increase and their communication skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing will develop 

through the study of Indonesian in context. Topics students will study include: 

¶ Food and cooking which may include a restaurant visit (additional cost) 

¶ Film studies including film reviews and film scripting 

¶ Jobs and careers 

¶ How to ask for and give directions, using current city maps, including a city scavenger hunt 

¶ The world of Fashion both in the western world and modern Indonesia 

¶ Current Music Trends 

 

Students also connect to and collaborate with classrooms around the world.  

Study Tours are offered to continuing Language students in Indonesian, where possible. 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: INDONESIAN Semester 1 & 2:  $63.00  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHINE SE FIRST LANGUAGE SEMESTER 1 AND 2 

Chinese as a first language is available for International students.
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 MATHEMATICS     

During Year 9 and Year 10 all students will study Mathematics for both Semester 1 and Semester 2.  All students in 

Years 9 and 10 study Mathematics at the same time.  This allows greater flexibility in arranging learning focus groups to 

better meet the needs of students.  

On completion of this Mathematics programme students studying Mathematics successfully at Vic Curr level 10 would 

most likely choose to study General Mathematics at VCE level. Students who consistently achieve above Level 10 

assessments may choose to study VCE Mathematical Methods/Specialist Mathematics when in Year 11. 

The diagram represents the most common pathways in Mathematics  
although there are many other combinations of pathways to suit student needs 

 
 

YEAR 9  YEAR 10  YEARS 11 and 12 
     
  

 

 Specialist 
Mathematics 

Working towards 
Vic Curr  
Level 10 

 Working at 
Vic Curr 10A 

 

  

  
  

Mathematical 
Methods 

Achieving  
Vic Curr  
Level 9 

 Achieving  
Vic Curr 
Level 10 

  

  
 

  
General/Further 

Mathematics 
Working towards 

Vic Curr  
Level 9 

 Working towards 
Vic Curr  
Level 10 

  
 
 

    VCAL Numeracy 
 

Proposed Subject Cost: MATHEMATICS  Semester 1 & 2:  $85  

Payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to 

arrange a payment program, if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 

13th October (first week Term 4). 

 

 

 

YEAR 10 EAL - MATHEMATICS SEMESTER 1 AND 2 

These units are designed to support students for whom English is a second language.  The understanding of the key 

features of mathematical language is essential for success in the subject. Work in this subject will focus upon the language 

aspects of Mathematics, developing studentõs skills to read for understanding, interpret and respond to mathematics 

problems, promoting EAL studentsõ mathematical understanding through problem solving.  Students will learn to speak 

and write mathematically in English. This course is primarily designed for students who meet the English as a Language 

criterion to study VCE Mathematics.  

 

Proposed Subject Cost: EAL MATHEMATICS  Semester 1 & 2:  $85  

Payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to 

arrange a payment program, if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected 

by 13th October (first week Term 4). 

 

 

 

 

Need above the 

standard results 
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PROBLEM SOLVING & LOGIC  
This semester length elective has been designed to provide students with a range of useful strategies, both general and 

specific, which can inform their logical thought and problem solving behaviour. The thinking skills that are developed 

are useful not only in Mathematics, but can also be transferred to other subject areas. Students who undertake this 

subject will enrich their understanding in critical thinking from solving real-life problems, while practising their logical 

thinking and mathematical reasoning. Topics introduced throughout the semester include but not limited to: Pattern 

Investigation, Elimination Solutions, Working Backwards, Make a List & Table as well as Guess, Check and Improve!  

 

Students will also learn ways of using CAS technology to aid them in the solution of challenging problems. 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: PROBLEM SOLVING & LOGIC Semester 1 & 2:  $20  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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SCIENCE         
 
EXTREME  SCIENCE 
This unit explores science in the extreme. Students will explore some extreme environments ranging from the harsh 
deserts to the depths of the ocean and to the deep realms of the universe. On this journey, students will explore how 
life has evolved or could evolve in these extreme conditions. This may include classification, analysing ecosystems and 
evolution. We also look at the structure of the Earth and Space, and the physics of the sea in relation to these 
environments. Students will also investigate the Chemistry around each environment. This may include reactions 
important to life and Chemistry of the Natural world. 
 
 

Focus for 2018- The marine world- classification of marine plants and animals, chemistry around seawater, buoyancy, 
physics of the sea, plate tectonics. 
 
Focus for 2019- Earth and space- origins, chemistry around early life, evolution of planet earth and life on earth, 
designing a space suit- materials testing including polymers and heat transfer, effect of space travel on the body. 
 

Proposed Subject Cost: EXTREME SCIENCE:   $30 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE 
This elective explores the science behind the ever changing world of the Forensic Investigator. Students will investigate 
the anatomy & physiology of the human body and how they are examined to solve criminal cases.  Fingerprints analysis, 
hair, blood, genetics, anthropology and bacteria form some of the biological areas of study. Students will study the 
chemistry of the human body and undertake experimental methods to analyse these chemicals and the resultant 
reactions. The world of physics is also examined. Students will learn to apply the laws of physics through investigations 
involving force and motion. The study of collisions, ballistics, blood spatter and momentum enable students to explore 
both the practical and theoretical understanding behind crimes involving impact and collisions. The creation and 
development of their ôown crime sceneõ combined with the analysis of famous criminal cases of the past, enables students 
to develop their knowledge and understanding of scientific method and the skills required to test the validity of 
hypotheses.   
 
 
Focus for 2018- crime scene investigation, body systems and rat autopsy, anthropology, physical evidence including-
hair, fingerprinting and fibres, forensic chemistry including pH, motion and forces on motor vehicles. 
 
Focus for 2019- death and associated flora and fauna, biometrics, physical evidence including-soil analysis, blood and 
blood splatter, analytical chemistry techniques, ballistics and projectile motion 
 

Proposed Subject Cost: FORENSIC SCIENCE:   $30 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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LIFE SCIENCE  
In this elective unit, students will encounter the fascinating role that science plays in various aspects of life. To gain a 

deeper insight into the scientific processes that sustain our lives, the unit will explore three components ð Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.  To understand the science of genetics, students will explore the structure and function of DNA, 

techniques and ethics involved in genetic engineering as well as genetically modified & transgenic organisms. The unit 

also draws on the captivating topic of the evolution of life, natural selection and classification. To investigate the 

chemistry of life, students study atomic theory, types of chemical reactions, energy transfer and compounds essential to 

life and practice writing & balancing equations. Students will also explore electricity, magnets, motors, electrical circuits 

and electronics as part of the physics component in the context of circuits and appliances in their home. To gain a solid 

understanding and appreciation of Life Sciences, students will participate in practical experiments throughout the unit 

which further develops their investigation skills. 

 

Focus for 2018 ð Structure and function of DNA, inherited traits, pedigrees, genetic mutations and disorders, genetic 
engineering techniques, atomic theory, chemical reaction types, writing and balancing chemical equations, bonding, 
chemical energy transfer including batteries, electricity, electrical circuits, static electricity, magnets, generators and 
motors. 
 

Focus for 2019 ð Cell structure and osmosis, chromosomes, DNA structure, cell replication, sexual and asexual 

reproduction, evolution and natural selection, atomic theory, chemicals and reactions important to life including 

respiration and photosynthesis, the importance and chemistry of water, writing and balancing chemical equations and 

bonding, electronics, electronic circuits and robotics 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: LIFE SCIENCE:   $30 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first 

week Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

NEUROSCIENCE  
This elective explores the weird and wonderful world of neuroscience. Students will take a journey through the 
anatomical structure of the brain and nervous or endocrine systems, investigating how the brain works to determine our 
thoughts, feelings and bodily functions. They will investigate the chemistry of the body and the chemicals needed for 
the function of the systems being investigated. Students will look at neurotransmitters, neural impulses and the chemistry 
behind how different chemicals and drugs affect the brain. Students will look at how the brain responds to different 
stimuli including the science around sight and light or waves and sound. They will look at disorders or damage to the 
brain or associated systems. Students will look at the psychology of the brain which may include memory, sleep, 
behaviour and intelligence. 
 
Focus for 2018- Brain and endocrine system, senses of sight and smell, light, hormones- chemical messengers, 
homeostasis, evolution of brain, behaviour, effect of drugs on the brain. 
 
Focus for 2019- Brain and nervous system, memory, senses of sound, taste and touch, body elements and general 
reactions, forces and brain trauma, sleep, effect of alcohol on the brain. 
 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: NEUROSCIENCE:   $30 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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DESIGN, CREATIVITY & 

TECHNOLOGY  

 

FOOD and TECHNOLOGY  
Coursework in Food and Technology gives students an opportunity to have hands on experience with a range of 
ingredients, equipment and preparation and processing techniques. 
  
The course content in Years 9 and 10 rotates over two years.  
 
The focus of Year 9 and 10 Food and Technology for this year is foods from around the world and the function of 
ingredients in a recipe. Over one Term students investigated the major influences on the Australian food culture and 
the kinds of foods/dishes different countries have introduced into our homes, supermarkets and restaurants. The 
following Term students explored the main nutrients and their functional role in a recipe. The recipes prepared for 
this unit of work focus on macronutrients and ôwhyõ it is used in the recipe. 
 
The focus for Year 9/10 Food and Technology in 2018 is food safety and hygiene, nutritional properties of key food 
groups, cooking for special needs and becoming an informed food consumer (Food Labelling; Food Production and 
the Environment). Students are to complete a report on a topic of interest which focuses on Australian food systems. 
This report will involve students analysing the issue they have selected and a proposal for future solutions. Applying 
questions of sustainability and ethics to the selected food issue will be part of this report. 
 
There will be theory work and practical cooking classes each week. 
 
Students produce a product each practical lesson relating to the theory component. As with all year levels in Food and 
Technology there is a focus on safety and hygiene and food preparation skills and techniques. Every lesson students 
receive feedback from the teacher which reflects the studentõs classroom behaviour, time management, cleaning and 
overall quality of their product. 
 

Proposed Subject Cost: FOOD STUDIES:  $202.00 per Semester  
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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INDUSTRIAL DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY   -   Wood, Metal & Plastics 
Industrial design and technology develops a studentõs ability for innovation and creative design through the problem 

solving, planning and production of design projects related to real-life needs. The design and development of projects 

gives students the opportunity to identify needs and opportunities, research and investigate existing products, generate, 

justify and evaluate ideas, and experiment with tools, materials and techniques to manage and produce design projects. 

They will learn about a range of production processes and evaluate their work on completion.  

 
This course is designed to provide practical, project management skills that will enable the student to achieve in a variety 

of areas.  

 

Proposed Subject Cost: INDUSTRIAL DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY :  $128.00 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

   

 

 
 
 
 
TEXTILES  

Are you into fashion, do you like sewing, knitting, weaving, constructing and creating from a variety of materials? 

Alternatively, would you just love to learn to use a sewing machine and make some clothes and other 

decorative products? Then Year 9/10 Textiles is for you! 

¶ In this course you will be given the opportunity to design and construct a garment or product of your choice 

with your choice of materials.  

¶ Research a designer of your choice, investigate their design ideas and products, and understand the concepts 

that drive design.  

¶ Learn how to use the design cycle to design, create and evaluate a product.  

 Proposed Subject Cost: TEXTILES:   $101.00 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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INFORMATION & 

COMMUNICATIONS  TECHNOLOGY  

 

MULTIMEDIA AUTHORING  
Students will have the opportunity to learn multimedia skills using various types of software including ð Flash, 

Photoshop, Dreamweaver, Audacity and Game Maker 

 

Students will: 

¶ produce and manipulate digital images 

¶ incorporate text and audio into multimedia presentations 

¶ use an authoring tool to create an interactive sequence 

¶ create a website 

¶ edit music and sounds 

¶ use software to program simple games 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: MULTIMEDIA AUTHORING:   $29.00 per Semester  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Senior Program Options  
 

What are VCE, VCAL and VET?  

  

General Information  
 

Mount Eliza Secondary College offers a range of post-compulsory education courses and subjects.  The courses have 
four main pathwaysñ Scored VCE (Baccalaureate), Scored VCE, Non-Assessment VCE and VCAL.  The College also 
offers a number of Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs. 

VCE:  VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION  

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is the certificate that the majority of students in Victoria receive on 
satisfactory completion of their secondary education. The VCE provides diverse pathways to further study or training 
at university or TAFE and to employment. The Victorian Certificate of Education is generally taught in Year 11 and 12, 
however many students commence their VCE studies in Year 10. Under some circumstances students can chose to 
undertake a òYear 13ó to complete their VCE studies. All VCE studies are organised into units (VCE subjects typically 
consist of four units; each unit covers one semester of study). Each unit comprises a set number of outcomes (usually 
two or three); an outcome describes the knowledge and skills that a student should demonstrate by the time the unit is 
completed. On completing a unit, a student receives either a 'satisfactory' (S) or 'non-satisfactory' (N) result. Students 
are not required to complete all the units of a subject as part of the VCE course, meaning they are able to change subject 
choice between Year 11 and Year 12. The minimum requirement for completing the VCE is 16 satisfactory units over 
Units 1-4, with at least 3 of these being from an English subject. 

NON -ASSESSMENT VCE 
If a student does not intend to proceed to certain courses in tertiary education, a 'satisfactory' result is all that is required 
to graduate with the VCE. This is the Non-Assessment VCE Pathway. Students undertake all work, assessments and 
examinations as per the Scored VCE in Year 11.  In Semester Two of Year 12, students, after counselling, may elect to 
undertake a non-assessment VCE. These students will undertake the assessments (SACs) as per normal, however, they 
will only be scored Satisfactory or Non-satisfactory.  If students are scored unsatisfactory in these SACs they will be 
given an alternative means of meeting the required outcomes.  Students will be required to sit the GAT. They will also 
need to participate in all practice examinations as these form part of the evidence which students present to demonstrate 
their understanding of the learning outcomes in each subject. Students undertaking a non-assessment VCE pathway will 
not sit the end of year 12 end of year examinations. 

SCORED VCE  

If a student does wish to study at a course at tertiary level which requires an ATAR then a student must satisfactorily 
complete their VCE with both òSó results for Units 3 and 4 in any subject in the English field (at least one English field 
subject is compulsory) and at least sixteen units in total. They will need to complete all of their SACs and sit all their end 
of Year 12 examinations. 

SCORED VCE (Baccalaureate)   

The Victorian Government, through VCAA, developed a new award the VCE (Baccalaureate). 
To be eligible for the award of the VCE (Baccalaureate), students will be required to meet the requirements of 
satisfactory completion of the VCE and:  

¶ satisfactorily complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence from English or Literature or English Language with a 

minimum study score of 30 or English as an Additional Language (EAL) with a minimum study score of 33  

¶ satisfactorily complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence in either Mathematics Methods or Specialist Mathematics  

¶ satisfactorily complete a Units 3 and 4 sequence in a VCE Language.  

If a student does wish to study at a course at tertiary level which requires an ATAR then a student must satisfactorily 
complete their VCE with both òSó results for Units 3 and 4 in any subject in the English field (at least one English field 
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subject is compulsory) and at least sixteen units in total. They will need to complete all of their SACs and sit all their end 
of Year 12 examinations 

 

 

VCAL: VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF APPLIED LEARNING  

The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a hands-on option for students in Years 10 - 12. The VCAL 
gives you practical work-related experience, as well as literacy and numeracy skills and the opportunity to build personal 
skills that are important for life and work. Like the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), VCAL is an accredited 
secondary certificate. Students completing their VCAL certificate will not obtain an ATAR. 

VET in SCHOOLS (VETiS)  

VET in Schools (VETiS) is designed to expand opportunities and pathways for senior secondary students.  VETiS 
comprises nationally recognised VET certificates undertaken by secondary school students as part of their Victorian 
Certificate of Education (VCE) or the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL). VETiS provides a vocationally 
oriented program of studies and are typically delivered through partnership between the school, industry and Registered 
Training Organisations.  Some certificates include opportunities for students to participate in structured workplace 
learning. Students enrolled in VETiS may also combine study and employment through School Based Apprenticeships 

and Traineeships which allow students to do an apprenticeship or traineeship while they undertake their VCAL.Entry 

to VCE and VCAL is not automatic 

The Year 11 and 12 Coordinators have a responsibility to ensure that each student puts forward a program of study that 
allows them to succeed at this level. It is each studentõs responsibility to demonstrate, during Year 10, that he or she has 
developed the range of skills necessary to enable him or her to confidently take on their chosen VCE or VCAL program. 
It would be irresponsible of the College to allow any student to proceed with a program if the student had not been 
judged as being capable of satisfactorily completing such a program. The three key areas that will be assessed in each 
case are: 

1. Attendance; 

2. Academic ability; and 

3. Work ethic. 

Specific judgments about the suitability of a student to enter a particular pathway, and to take up particular subjects, will 
include but not be limited to: 

4. The student needs to have a very good attendance record.  In Years 11 and 12 students must have less than a 
5% VCE/VCAL unapproved absence rate to satisfactorily complete their subjects. Students need to 
demonstrate the ability to meet this requirement during Year 10. 

5. VCAL requires a wide variety of skills including the ability to work independently and within teams. Students 
need to be able to follow directions and need to demonstrate a solid work ethic.  Students need to demonstrate 
these skills clearly during Year 10. 

6. The student must have achieved an ôAt the AUSVELS standardõ result in English to undertake VCE Units 1/2 
English; 

7. The student must have achieved an ôAt the AUSVELS standardõ result for the vast majority of assessments 
completed during Year 10 in most of their subjects. A student not obtaining this result would be considered 
an unlikely candidate for the VCE program since; at this level it would be unlikely that the student would 
achieve success; 

8. The student must have achieved an ôAt the AUSVELS standardõ result in Year 10 subjects relevant to the VCE 
Units 1/2 subjects they wish to study; 

9. In most situations to undertake study in a particular VCE subject at the Unit 3/4 level students need to 
satisfactorily complete at least one Unit of this subject at Year 11 level and must achieve C results in the majority 
of their assessments in this subject. 

10. To undertake a full Unit 3/4 VCE program, students need to satisfactorily complete at least 4 subjects (8 units) 
at the Unit 1/2 level. Students not achieving this should consider an alternative pathway or may be eligible to 
complete a three year VCE program.  

  
The College believes that, in the majority of cases where students have performed poorly at a level leading up to the 
Senior School, they should attempt to satisfy the requirements of that level in order to adequately develop the skills 
required to succeed at Year 11 and 12. 
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Students who achieve outstanding results after undertaking a Unit 3/4 sequence at Year 11 may also have the 
opportunity of undertaking a first year university (Year 13) subject during Year 12. Entry into such programs, where 
available, would need to be discussed with the Senior School Coordinators. 

Student Declaration  

Before undertaking any VCE or VCAL studies, all students must sign an agreement to abide by the VCAA regulations. 
It is therefore important to recognise that by undertaking these studies it is the individual student who is responsible for 
supplying ôcomplete and accurate informationõ to the Authority with regard to personal details, and that it is the student 
who agrees to the rules and instructions relating to the VCE and VCAL assessment programs and  matters of discipline. 

Early in 2017 each student will be able to access the College Administrative Handbook on Compass.  The Handbook 
will contain detailed information about the rules the VCAA, the College and students adhere to in implementing the 
VCE and VCAL programs. 

 

Attendance  

òStudents need to attend sufficient class time to undertake the course work and associated assessment tasks. Work done 
in class time is necessary to allow work to be authenticated.ó [VCAA VCE/VCAL  Administrative Handbook]. Students 
must attend 95% of all timetabled classes. Where attendance is unsatisfactory the student may be awarded ôNõ (Not 
Satisfactory) for Unit Outcomes and therefore will not be able to satisfactorily complete the Unit.  

 

Subject Levies  

Some subjects attract a materials levy which must be paid by Friday 16th September. 
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Selecting your VCE subjects 
  

Before you select a course of study it is important that you consider the following questions: 

Student Pathways  

What do I want to do in the future? What are my goals?  

¶ Go to university or T.A.F.E.? 

¶ Do an apprenticeship? 

¶ Get a job? 

Whatever your ambitions, be sure you know what is required to be studied at Year 11 and 12 to assist you in achieving 
your goals.  Some tertiary institutions set out particular subjects that are prerequisites to qualify for admittance; some 
courses give strong recommendations of what subjects should have been studied. Details of prerequisite subjects can be 
obtained from the Student Pathways Coordinator (Careers Advisor), Year Level Coordinators and tertiary institutions.  

Do I have the ability to handle the subjects or c ourse I wish to undertake?  

Generally, a positive performance (at the standard or better in at least some assessment tasks) in that subject (or a closely 
related subject) can be a good indication of likely achievement at the Year 11 level. If, for example, you have struggled 
with Mathematics in previous years, it would be most difficult to cope with a full Mathematics course at Year 11 or 12. 

Does that subject interest me?  

This is important because if you have a definite interest in a subject, or a related area, this is a good indicator that you 
are likely to succeed in that subject. 

Does the subject choice provide for a balanced course?  

If you are not completely sure about your future career choice, be careful to choose subjects that leave your options 
open.  A broad course provides for flexibility so that if you do not obtain your first career choice, you can change your 
mind about the career you have chosen. 

Do I understand the nature of the subject(s) I am selecting?  

Students are faced with selecting subjects which are new to them as there are no Year 10 direct counterparts in some 
subjects. It is therefore crucial to work carefully through the description of each subject so that you have a proper 
understanding of what that subject involves. 

  

DO NOT choose subjects on the basis of who the teacher may be, or what 

your friends may choose. 

  

N.B:  Course specialisation is greater at Year 11 than in any previous year, therefore, an 

inappropriate decision now may be difficult to reverse at a later date.  

  

CONSULT with your Mentor, Co urse Counsellor, Senior School leaders, the 

Heads of Year 11 and 12, the Careers Coordinator, subject teachers, parents 

and other appropriate persons before making final decisions. 
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Requirements of VCE  
  

Areas of Study  

There are over 40 individual studies in the VCE, including Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs, 
organised into different fields of study. Of these studies, the majority will be available next year. Of these, only English 
Units 1 & 2 are compulsory in Year 11.  

Unit Outcomes & School Assessed Coursework  

Outcomes refer to key knowledge and key skills specified in each study. Each VCE unit includes a set of two to four 
outcomes which must be achieved for satisfactory completion of the unit. 

Achievement of the outcomes is based on the teacherõs assessment of the studentõs performance on assessment tasks 
designated for the unit. 

School assessed coursework is made up of the assessment tasks specified in the study design. The assessment tasks are 
part of the regular teaching and learning program; they must be completed mainly in class time within a limited time 

frame. 

 At Units 3 & 4, marks will be allocated for the coursework assessment tasks and will contribute to the final study score. 
These marks will be reported to VCAA. Marks in Units 1 & 2 will be used only for internal reporting and do not 
contribute to the ATAR. (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank). 

The final study score issued for Units 3 & 4 will be a compilation of marks allocated for coursework marks and exam 
results. 

VCAA Requirements: 

  
  

  

  

  

  

 

NOTE:  To obtain an ATAR, satisfactory completion of both Units 3 & 4 of an English 

study is required. 

  

In order to attain your VCE Certificate, you must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 

16 units including: 

  

Á 3 units from the English group 

Á 3 other Unit 3 & 4 sequences (6 units which could include a VET sequence) 
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VCAL Studies  
 

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)  
  
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a hands-on option for Year 11 & 12 students. The VCAL gives 
you practical work related experience, as well as literacy and numeracy skills and the opportunity to build personal skills 
that are important for life and work. Students who choose to do the VCAL are likely to be interested in going on to 
training at TAFE, doing an apprenticeship, or getting a job after completing school.  

VCAL will be useful for students whose planned career pathway does not require an ATAR score. 

 VCAL is studied under five compulsory strands: 

¶ Literacy Skills  

¶ Numeracy Skills 

¶ Industry Specific Skills 

¶ Work Related Skills 

¶ Personal Development Skills 

  

VCAL has three levels ð Foundation, Intermediate and Senior. Certificates are awarded for the successful completion 
of each of the levels. It is envisaged at MESC that, in most cases, Year 11 students will study for the Intermediate 
Certificate and Year 12 students will study for the Senior Certificate. 

Students who begin VCAL may decide to change their mind and study VCE. Some units successfully completed as part 
of the VCAL will count toward the VCE. Students who complete the VCAL do not receive an ATAR score for 
University entry. 

  

The five strands of study: 

Strand 1 -   Literacy Skills.  

Strand 2 -   Numeracy Skills.   

Strand 3 -   Industry Specific skills are usually drawn from Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs,   

VCE VET subjects or through the training component of a Traineeship or a School Based  

Apprenticeship & Traineeship (SBAT). 

Strand 4 Ȥ Work Related Skills are undertaken through participation in a school based course. 

Strand 5 - Personal Development Skills require you to participate in team based projects and / or structured  

activities that will develop your team work skills, self-confidence and other skills important for life and  
work.  Project work will be completed through school based activities. 

  

VCAL courses are designed to suit individual needs and students electing this pathway will have extensive course 

counseling and design with the Student Pathways Coordinator and / or Senior School Coordinators.  

  

 

  

 

 
VCAL School Based Subject Cost:  $290 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is received. 

Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, if 

arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

Students selecting a VCAL program will be required to choose either a VET course or organise a 

Traineeship / School Based Apprenticeship & Traineeship (SBAT).  If these requirements are not 

met, the student will not be enrolled in VCAL and will be required to select a VCE course. 
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School Based Apprenticeship & Traineeship (SBAT)  

A School Based Apprenticeship & Traineeship (SBATs) allows you to work as a paid part time trainee or apprentice 
whilst completing your secondary education at school. The program offers you a chance to get a head start in the industry 
you choose whilst completing the last two or three years of your education. In many instances, it means that you attend 
school for 4 days a week and employment for another day. For further information you must see Mrs. Leanne Paterson, 
Student Pathways Coordinator. 
 
SBATõs are normally undertaken by VCAL students and usually satisfy the industry related skills strand. VCE students 
wishing to do an SBAT need to proceed with approval from senior school and pathways office ð SBATõs can contribute 
to VCE as a 10 % increment /block credit. Part time traineeships done outside school hours can also contribute to VCE 
and VCAL ð students undertaking training in their part time job should bring their training plan to Leanne Paterson in 
the careers office in order for these to be applied to your studies.  

  

Vocational Education and Training (VET)  

The Vocational Education and Training (VET) in schools program combines general VCE / VCAL studies with 
vocational training and hands-on training and practice in the workplace. VET in schools programs are fully recognised 
by the VCAA and contribute to a unit 1-4 sequence OR a unit 1-2 sequence. 

Successful completion of a VET in the VCE/VCAL program provides students with: 

¶ two qualifications: a Victorian Certificate of Education or a Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning issued 

by the VCAA  and a nationally recognised VET Certificate issued by a Registered Training Organisation (RTO); 

¶ two Statements of Results issued by the VCAA giving details of units completed in the VCE and competencies 

completed in the VET qualification; 

¶ the ability to articulate into further vocational education and training courses with, in many cases, credit being 

given towards an apprenticeship. 

¶ the opportunity to have a positive effect on VCE studentôs Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 

which can improve access to further education. These effects only occur if the Unit of Competencies 

undertaken within the certificate are the correct AQF level. In some programs this means the student will 

receive a Study Score in the same way they would for a traditional VCE subject. This can count as one of 

their top 4 subjects as contributing fully towards the ATAR. If this does not occur the student gains an 

increment towards their ATAR; 

Students may be required to complete 40ñ 80 hours of Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) out of school hours, 
usually during the holidays. 

  
VET COSTS:  
 Any student interested in a VET subject should discuss this with Mrs Leanne Paterson, Student Pathways 

Coordinator, and select their preferred course on their Selection Form.   

 
VET programs are optional, and they do involve additional costs:  

 

FULL PAYMENT OF VET FEES MUST BE MADE BEFORE STUDENT 
ENROLMENT IS CONFIRMED WITH COURSE PROVIDERS.  Where full 
payment is not received by Thursday 30 November 2017, an alternative program 
will need to be discussed with relevant course counsellors. 
  

VET Deposit: A non-refundable deposit of  $100 is due by 13 October 2017 
Final VET Payment Due in Full:  Thursday 30 November 2017 

 
It is essential that prospective Year 11 students plan a full 22 -unit 

program prior to commencing their Year 11 studies.  
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Material  Charges 
The following material charges will be required to be paid by all VCE/VCAL students enrolling in the subjects indicated 
below.  These charges represent extra materials that are required to complete the course and enrolment is only confirmed 
when these payments are made.  All payments must be made no later than Friday 13th October to confirm 
enrolment.  Unpaid charges may result in your place being given to another student. 

Most Unit 3 and 4 subjects include a levy to cover the cost of producing revision booklets and providing practice 
examinations. Some Unit 1- 4 subjects include a levy which will subsidise the cost of students accessing online video 
lectures and practice examinations developed by Edrolo.  Each subject typically has 6-10 hours of videos which students 
can access 24/7 for 12 months. Students can use these videos to prepare for the study of a new topic, to consolidate 
learning during class time, to support their revision for SACs and in their preparation for their examinations. Students 
may watch the videos as many times as they like, they may pause videos so they can make notes and they can bookmark 
videos and assess their learning so that they know what learning they need to consolidate later. If students purchased 
this access directly from the company they would typically pay $99 per subject. 

 VCE / VCAL Un its - Elective Levies (approximate costs):  

SUBJECT 
Units 1 & 2  

Elective Levy Charge  

Units 3 & 4  

Elective Levy Charge  

THE ARTS  

 
  

Drama  $90 $90 

Media  $118 $158 

Studio Arts  $124 $174 

Visual Communication Design  $124 $174 

VET Music (Technical 

Production) Cert 111  

See VET listing page See VET listing page 

VET (Music Performance) 

Cert 111  

See VET listing page See VET listing page 

ENGLISH  

 

  

English  $50 $90 

English as a Second Language 

(EAL)  

$50 $90 

Literature   $50  N/A  

HEALTH AND PHYS ED    

Health and Human  

Development  

$72 $87 

SUBJECT 
Units 1 & 2  

Elective Levy Charge  

Units 3 & 4  

Elective Levy Charge  
Outdoor and Environmental 

Studies    

$883 $898 

Physical Education  $72 $87 
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LANGUAGES    

Indonesian as a second 

language  

$30 $30 

Chinese as a first language  $30 $30 

MATHEMATICS    

General  Mathematics  Year  11 $60 N/A  

Further Mathematics    Year 12 N/A  $155 

Mathematical Methods  $60 $95 

Specialist Mathematics  $60 $95 

SCIENCE    

Biology  $125 $125 

Chemistry  $90 $105 

Physics  $85 $100  

Psychology  $85 $100 

THE HUMANITIES    

Business Management  $50 $65 

History  $50 $65 

Legal Studies  $50 N/A  2018 

TECHNOLOGY    

Food Studies  $377 $305 

Product Design & Technology  $115 $127 

VET Media (Game 

Art/Design) Cert 111  

See VET listing page See VET listing page 

 SUBJECT Units 1 & 2  Elective 

Levy Charge  

Units 3 & 4  

Elective Levy Charge  

VCAL  $290 $290 
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Areas of Learning  
VCE Area of Learning  Subjects 

 

The Arts 
  
  

 

Media 
Studio Arts 
Visual Communication Design 
Drama  

English 
  

English/English as a Second Language (EAL) 
Literature 

Health & Physical Education 
  
 

Health & Human Development 
Outdoor & Environmental Studies 
Physical Education 

LOTE  
 (Languages Other Than English) 

Chinese ð as a first language 
Indonesian ð as a second language 

Mathematics 
  
  
  
  
  

General Information 
General Mathematics (Units 1 and 2) 
Mathematical Methods (Units 1 and 2) 
Specialist Mathematics (Units 1 and 2) 
Further Mathematics (Units 3 and 4) 
Mathematical Methods (Units 3 and 4) 
Specialist Mathematics (Units 3 and 4) 

Science 
  
  
 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Psychology 

Humanities 
  
  

Business Management 
History 
Legal Studies 

 

Technology Studies 
  
 

Computing 
Food Studies 
 

*NOTE:  Some subjects are likely to have alterations due to subject re-accreditation by the VCAA.  Information was correct 

at time of print.  Any changes will be made available when known. 
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VCAL Area of 

Learning  

Subjects 

 
VCAL Units 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Literacy Skills ð Foundation Reading and Writing 
Literacy Skills ð Foundation Oral Communication 
Literacy Skills ð Intermediate Reading and Writing 
Literacy Skills ð Intermediate Oral Communication 
Literacy Skills - Senior Reading and Writing                         
Literacy Skills - Senior Oral Communication 
Numeracy Skills - Foundation 
Numeracy Skills - Intermediate  
Numeracy Skills - Senior 
Work Related Skills Foundation Units 1& 2 
Work Related Skills Intermediate Units 1& 2 
Work Related Skills Senior Units 1 & 2 
Personal Development Skills Foundation Unit 1 
Personal Development Skills Foundation Unit 2 
Personal Development Skills Intermediate Unit 1 
Personal Development Skills Intermediate Unit 2 
Personal Development Skills Senior Unit 1 
Personal Development Skills Senior Unit 2 
 

VET  
Vocational Education 
Training 
 
*NOTE:  Only some of these units 

are recommended to VCE students.  
These are ones delivered out of 
school hours or on Wednesday 
afternoons. 
  
 *NOTE: Some subjects are likely 

to have alterations due to subject 
re-accreditation by the VCAA.  
Information was correct at time of 
print.  Any changes will be made 
available when known. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

General Information 
Acting (Screen) Cert II 
Agriculture Cert II 
Animal Studies Cert II 
Applied Fashion Design & Technology Cert  II 
Automotive Studies ð Mech/Paint & Panel Cert II 
Automotive Studies ð Marine Cert II 
Beauty Services Cert II 
Building & Construction Cert II 
Building Design Drafting Cert IV 

      Business Cert II 
CISCO Cert III 
Community Services Certificate II 
Computer Assembly & Repair Cert II 
Dance Cert II 
Design Fundamentals Cert III 
Early Childhood Education & Care Cert III 
Electro-technology  Career Start Cert II 
Engineering Studies Cert II 
Equine Industry Cert II 
Flight Attendant Cert II 
Furniture Making Cert II 
Hairdressing Cert II 
Hairdressing/Make up Cert III 
Health Services Assistance Cert III 
Horticulture Landscaping, turf, parks & gardens Cert II  
Hospitality Front of house Cert II 
Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) Cert II 
Hospitality (Patisserie Stream) Cert II 
Individual Support  Cert III 
Information,  Digital Media & Technology (Games Creation) Cert III 
Integrated Technologies Cert II 
Justice Cert IV 
Media Game Art/Design Cert III 
Music Industry (Music Performance) Cert III (Technical Production) Cert III 
Outdoor Recreation (Scuba Diving) Cert III 
Plumbing Cert II 
Sport and Recreation Cert III 

      Tourism Certificate III 
Visual Arts Certificate II 
Welding & Fabrication Cert II 
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Alphabetical listing of subjects  

 

BIOLOGY  
 
VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, system, species and 
ecosystem levels. In undertaking this study, students examine how life has evolved over time and understand that in 
the dynamic and interconnected system of life all change has a consequence that may affect an individual, a species or 
the collective biodiversity of Earth. The study gives students insights into how knowledge of molecular and 
evolutionary concepts underpin much of contemporary biology, and the applications used by society to resolve 
problems and make advancements. 
 
In VCE Biology students develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research, analytical 
skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use scientific and cognitive skills and 
understanding to analyse contemporary biology-related issues, and communicate their views from an informed 
position. 
 

Structure: The study is made up of four units: 

 

Unit 1: How do living things stay alive? 
In this unit students are introduced to some of the challenges to an organism in sustaining life. Students examine 
the cell as the structural and functional unit of life, from the single celled to the multicellular organism, and the 
requirements for sustaining cellular processes in terms of inputs and outputs. They analyse types of adaptations 
that enhance the organismõs survival in a particular environment and consider the role homeostatic mechanisms 
play in maintaining the internal environment. Students investigate how a diverse group of organisms form a living 
interconnected community that is adapted to, and utilises, the abiotic resources of its habitat. The role of a keystone 
species in maintaining the structure of an ecosystem is explored. Students consider how the planetõs biodiversity 
is classified and the factors that affect the growth of a population. 

 
 

Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained? 
In this unit students focus on cell reproduction and the transmission of biological information from generation to 
generation. Students learn that all cells are derived from pre-existing cells through the cell cycle. They examine the 
process of DNA replication and compare cell division in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic organisms. Students 
explore 
the mechanisms of asexual and sexual reproductive strategies, and consider the advantages and disadvantages 
of these two types of reproduction. The role of stem cells in the differentiation, growth, repair and replacement of 
cells in humans is examined, and their potential use in medical therapies is considered. 
Students use chromosome theory and terminology from classical genetics to explain the inheritance of 
characteristics, analyse patterns of inheritance, interpret pedigree charts and predict outcomes of genetic crosses. 
They explore the relationship between genes, the environment and the regulation of genes in giving rise to 
phenotypes. 
They consider the role of genetic knowledge in decision making about the inheritance of autosomal dominant, 
autosomal recessive and sex-linked genetic conditions. In this context the uses of genetic screening and its social 
and ethical issues are examined. 

 

 
Unit 3: How do cells maintain life? 
The cell is a dynamic system of interacting molecules that define life. An understanding of the workings of the 
cell enables an appreciation of both the capabilities and the limitations of living organisms whether animal, plant, 
fungus or microorganism. The convergence of cytology, genetics and biochemistry makes cell biology one of the 
most rapidly evolving disciplines in contemporary biology. 
In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several perspectives. They explore the importance 
of the insolubility of the plasma membrane in water and its differential permeability to specific solutes in defining 
the 
cell, its internal spaces and the control of the movement of molecules and ions in and out of such spaces. Students 
consider base pairing specificity, the binding of enzymes and substrates, the response of receptors to signalling 
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molecules and reactions between antigens and antibodies to highlight the importance of molecular interactions 
based on the complementary nature of specific molecules. 
Students study the synthesis, structure and function of nucleic acids and proteins as key molecules in cellular 
processes. They explore the chemistry of cells by examining the nature of biochemical pathways, their components 
and energy transformations. Cells communicate with each other using a variety of signalling molecules. Students 
consider the types of signals, the transduction of information within the cell and cellular responses. At this 
molecular 
level students study the human immune system and the interactions between its components to provide immunity 
to a specific antigen. 

 

 
Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges over time? 
In this unit students consider the continual change and challenges to which life on Earth has been subjected. They 
investigate the relatedness between species and the impact of various change events on a populationõs gene pool. 
The accumulation of changes over time is considered as a mechanism for biological evolution by natural selection 
that leads to the rise of new species. Students examine change in life forms using evidence from palaeontology, 
biogeography, developmental biology and structural morphology. They explore how technological developments in 
the fields of comparative genomics, molecular homology and bioinformatics have resulted in evidence of change 
through measurements of relatedness between species. 
Students examine the structural and cognitive trends in the human fossil record and the interrelationships 
between human biological and cultural evolution. The biological consequences, and social and ethical implications, 
of manipulating the DNA molecule and applying biotechnologies is explored for both the individual and the species. 

 
Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4.   

 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Subject Cost: BIOLOGY 1 & 2: $125 

BIOLOGY 3 & 4: $125 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Business Management   
  
 In contemporary Australian society, there is a wide variety of business organisations which vary in terms of size, 
ownership, objectives, resources and location. These organisations are managed by people who put in place systems 
and processes to achieve a range of objectives. 
 
Business Management examines the ways in which people at various levels within a business organisation manage 
resources to achieve the objectives of the organisation. Students develop an understanding of the challenges, 
complexity and rewards that come from business management and gain insight into the various ways resources can 
be managed in small, medium and large-scale organisations. 
 
The study recognises that there is a range of management theories rather than a single theory of management. Each 
unit examines some of these theories and, through exposure to real business scenarios and/or direct contact with 
business, tests them against management in practice. 
In studying Business Management, students develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to 
participate effectively, as socially responsible and ethical members of the business community, and as informed 
citizens, consumers and investors. 

 
Structure: The study is made up of four units: 

Unit 1: Planning a business 

Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a nation. Therefore how 
businesses are formed and the fostering of conditions under which new business ideas can emerge are vital for a 
nationõs wellbeing. Taking a business idea and planning how to make it a reality are the cornerstones of economic 
and social development. In this unit students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the internal and 
external environments within which businesses operate, and the effect of these on planning a business. 

Unit 2: Establishing a business 

This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a businessõs life. Establishing a business involves complying with 
legal requirements as well as making decisions about how best to establish a system of financial record keeping, staff 
the business and establish a customer base. In this unit students examine the legal requirements that must be 
satisfied to establish a business. They investigate the essential features of effective marketing and consider the best 
way to meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing and financial record keeping. Students analyse various 
management practices in this area by applying this knowledge to contemporary business case studies from the past 
four years. 

Unit 3: Managing a business 

In this unit students explore the key processes and issues concerned with managing a business efficiently and 
effectively to achieve the business objectives. Students examine the different types of businesses and their respective 
objectives. They consider corporate culture, management styles, management skills and the relationship between 
each of these. Students investigate strategies to manage both staff and business operations to meet objectives. 
Students develop an understanding of the complexity and challenge of managing businesses and through the use of 
contemporary business case studies from the past four years have the opportunity to compare theoretical 
perspectives with current practice. 

Unit 4: Transforming a business 

Businesses are under constant pressure to adapt and change to meet their objectives. In this unit students consider 
the importance of reviewing key performance indicators to determine current performance and the strategic 
management necessary to position a business for the future. Students study a theoretical model to undertake change, 
and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in the most efficient and effective way to improve business 
performance. They investigate the importance of leadership in change management. Using a contemporary business 
case study from the past four years, students evaluate business practice against theory. 
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Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4.   

 

Proposed Subject Cost: BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 1 & 2: $50 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 3 & 4:  $65 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Chemistry  

  
Chemistry is at the core of every technology we enjoy today, including foods, fuels for homes and 
transport, medicines and drugs to fight diseases, and new materials such as fibreglass for surfboards 
and Kevlar for bulletproof vests. 

Chemical processes are also important in improving human health, preventing environmental problems and 
rehabilitating degraded environments. 

By studying Chemistry, students will be able to investigate, explore and solve qualitative and quantitative chemical 
problems and discuss chemical concepts and issues. Chemistry units have a significant experimental/laboratory 
component. 

Structure: The study is made up of four units. 

 
Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained?  

The development and use of materials for specific purposes is an important human endeavour. In this unit students 
investigate the chemical properties of a range of materials from metals and salts to polymers and nanomaterials. 
Students explore and explain the relationships between properties, structure and bonding forces within and 
between particles that vary in size from the visible, through nanoparticles, to molecules and atoms. Students are 
introduced to quantitative concepts in chemistry including the mole concept. They apply their knowledge to 
determine the relative masses of elements and the composition of substances.  

 
Unit 2: What makes water such a unique chemical?  

Water is the most widely used solvent on Earth. In this unit students explore the physical and chemical properties 
of water, the reactions that occur in water and various methods of water analysis. 
Students examine the polar nature of a water molecule and the intermolecular forces between water molecules; 
they also explore solubility, concentration, pH and reactions in water including precipitation, acid-base and redox. 
Students are introduced to stoichiometry and to analytical techniques and instrumental procedures, and apply these 
to determine concentrations of different species in water samples, including chemical contaminants.  

 
Unit 3: How can chemical processes be designed to optimise efficiency? 

The global demand for energy and materials is increasing with world population growth. In this unit students 
explore energy options and the chemical production of materials with reference to efficiencies, renewability and 
the minimisation of their impact on the environment. 
Students compare and evaluate different chemical energy resources, including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells 
and fuel cells. They investigate the combustion of fuels, including the energy transformations involved, the use 
of stoichiometry to calculate the amounts of reactants and products involved in the reactions, and calculations 
calculations of the amounts of energy released and their representations. Students consider the purpose, design 
and operating principles of galvanic cells, fuel cells and electrolytic cells. In this context they use the 
electrochemical series to predict and write half and overall redox equations, and apply Faradayõs laws to calculate 
quantities in electrolytic reactions. 
Students analyse manufacturing processes with reference to factors that influence their reaction rates and extent. 
They investigate and apply the equilibrium law and Le Chatelierõs principle to different reaction systems, 
including predicting and explaining the conditions that will improve the efficiency and percentage yield of 
chemical processes. 

 
Unit 4: How are organic compounds categorised, analysed and used? 

The carbon atom has unique characteristics that explain the diversity and number of organic compounds that 
not only constitute living tissues but are also found in the fuels, foods, medicines and many of the materials we 
use in everyday life. In this unit students investigate the structural features, bonding, typical reactions and uses of 
the major families of organic compounds including those found in food. 
Students study the ways in which organic structures are represented and named. They process data from 
instrumental analyses of organic compounds to confirm or deduce organic structures, and perform volumetric 
analyses to determine the concentrations of organic chemicals in mixtures. Students consider the nature of the 
reactions involved to predict the products of reaction pathways and to design pathways to produce particular 
compounds from given starting materials. 
Students investigate key food molecules through an exploration of their chemical structures, the hydrolytic 
reactions in which they are broken down and the condensation reactions in which they are rebuilt to form new 
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molecules. In this context the role of enzymes and coenzymes in facilitating chemical reactions is explored. 
Students use calorimetry as an investigative tool to determine the energy released in the combustion of foods. 

 
Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students who enter the study at Unit 2 or 3 may need to 
undertake preparatory work. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4 and in view of the sequenced 
nature of the study it is advisable that students undertake Units 1 to 4. 

 

 
 
 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: CHEMISTRY 1 & 2: $90 

CHEMISTRY 3 & 4:  $105 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Chinese ð As a First Language  
 

  

The study of a language other than English contributes to the overall education of students, most particularly in the 
area of communication, but also in the areas of cross-cultural understanding, intercultural learning, cognitive 
development, literacy and general knowledge. It provides access to the culture of communities which use the language 
and promotes understanding of different attitudes and values within the wider Australian community and beyond.  

The ability to communicate in another language, in conjunction with other skills, may provide opportunities for 
employment in the fields of interpreting, social services, ethnic affairs, the tourism and hospitality industries, 
international relations, the arts, commerce, technology, science, education etc. 

  

Structure: The study is made up of four units. 
 
Unit 1: The three outcomes are: 

Outcome 1 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to establish and maintain a spoken or written 

exchange related to an issue of interest or concern.  Outcome 2 - On completion of this unit the student should be 
able to listen to, read and reorganise information and ideas from spoken and written texts. Outcome 3 - On 
completion of this unit the student should be able to produce a personal response to a fictional text. 
 

Unit 2: The three outcomes are: 

Outcome 1 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a spoken or written exchange 
focusing on the resolution of an issue. Outcome 2 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to listen 
to, read, and extract and compare information and ideas from spoken and written texts.  Outcome 3 - On completion 
of this unit the student should be able to produce an imaginative piece in spoken or written form. 
 

Unit 3: The three outcomes are:  

Outcome 1 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to express ideas through the production of 
original texts. Outcome 2 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information 
from spoken texts. Outcome 3 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to exchange information, 
opinions and experiences. 

 

Unit 4: The two outcomes are: 
Outcome 1 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from written 
texts.  Outcome 2 - On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond critically to spoken and 
written texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture. 

 

 

Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: CHINESE AS A FIRST LANGUAGE 1 & 2: $30 

CHINESE AS A FIRST LANGUAGE 3 & 4: $30 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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DRAMA                          

 

Unit 1: Dramatic storytelling 
This unit focuses on creating, presenting and analysing a devised performance that includes real or 
imagined characters and is based on stimulus material that reflects personal, cultural and/or 
community experiences and stories. This unit also involves analysis of a studentõs own performance work and of 
a performance by professional drama practitioners. In this unit students use performance styles from a range of 
contexts associated with naturalism and non-naturalism. 

 

Unit 2: Non-naturalistic Australian drama  
This unit focuses on the use and documentation of the processes involved in constructing a devised solo or 
ensemble performance that uses non-naturalistic performance styles. Students create, present and analyse a 
performance based on a person, an event, an issue, a place, an artwork, a text and/or an icon from a contemporary 
or historical Australian context. Students use a range of stimulus material in creating the performance and examine 

non-naturalistic performance styles from a range of contexts relevant to Australia and Australians. 

 

 

Unit 3: Devised Non Naturalistic Ensemble Performance 
This unit focuses on non-naturalistic devised ensemble drama. Students explore non-naturalistic performance 

styles and associated conventions from a diverse range of contemporary and cultural performance traditions and 

work collaboratively to devise, develop and present an ensemble performance. Students use and manipulate 

dramatic elements, conventions, performance and expressive skills, performance styles and stagecraft in non-

naturalistic ways to shape and enhance the performance. Students also document and evaluate stages involved in 

the creation, development and presentation of the ensemble performance. 

 

Unit 4: Non-naturalistic Solo Performance 
This unit focuses on the development and presentation of non-naturalistic devised solo performances. Students 

explore non-naturalistic performance styles and associated conventions from a diverse range of contemporary and 

cultural performance traditions. They develop skill in extracting dramatic potential from stimulus material and 

use dramatic elements, conventions, performance styles and performance and expressive skills to develop and 

present a short solo performance. These skills are further developed as students create a devised solo performance 

in response to a prescribed structure. Students also document and evaluate the stages involved in the creation, 

development and presentation of a solo performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: DRAMA 1 & 2: $90 

    DRAMA 3 & 4 $90 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 
elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 
received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 
if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first 
week Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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English or  

English as a Second Language (EAL)  
  
The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative thinking, 
aesthetic appreciation and creativity. This study also develops studentsõ ability to create and analyse texts, moving 
from interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. 
Through engagement with texts from the contemporary world and from the past, and using texts from Australia and 
from other cultures, students studying English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and 
further develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps equip students for 
participation in a democratic society and the global community. 
This study will build on the learning established through VicCur English in the key discipline concepts of language, 
literature and literacy, and the language modes of listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing.  

 

Structure: The study is made up of 4 units. 
 

Unit 1 
In this unit, students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments and the use of 
persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences. Students develop their 
skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal texts. 
 

Unit 2 
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse arguments 
presented and the use of persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences. 
Students develop their skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal texts. 
 

Unit 3 
In this unit students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. They analyse arguments and the use of 
persuasive language in  written and aural texts. 
 

Unit 4 
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They create an oral 
presentation intended to position audiences about an issue currently debated in the media. 
 
 

Entry:  
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. 
Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. All VCE studies are 
benchmarked against comparable national and international curriculum. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: ENGLISH or ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 1 & 2: $50 

ENGLISH or ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 3 & 4:  $90 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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FOOD STUDIES  
Structure: The study is made up of four units. 

Unit 1: Food origins  
This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural perspectives. Students investigate the origins and roles of 
food through time and across the world. In Area of Study 1 students explore how humanity has historically 
sourced its food, examining the general progression from hunter-gatherer to rural-based agriculture, to todayõs 
urban living and global trade in food. Students consider the origins and significance of food through inquiry into 
particular food-producing regions of the world. 
In Area of Study 2 students focus on Australia. They look at Australian indigenous food prior to European 
settlement and how food patterns have changed since, particularly through the influence of food production, 
processing and manufacturing industries and immigration. Students investigate cuisines that are part of 
Australiaõs culinary identity today and reflect on the concept of an Australian cuisine. 
They consider the influence of technology and globalisation on food patterns. Throughout this unit students 
complete topical and contemporary practical tasks to enhance, demonstrate and share their learning with others. 

Unit 2: Food makers  
In this unit students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia. Area of Study 1 focuses on commercial 
food production industries, while Area of Study 2 looks at food production in small-scale domestic settings, as 
both a comparison and complement to commercial production. Students gain insight into the significance of 
food industries to the Australian economy and investigate the capacity of industry to provide safe, high-quality 
food that meets the needs of consumers. 
Students use practical skills and knowledge to produce foods and consider a range of evaluation measures to 
compare their foods to commercial products. They consider the effective provision and preparation of food in 
the home, and analyse the benefits and challenges of developing and using practical food skills in daily life. In 
demonstrating their practical skills, students design new food products and adapt recipes to suit particular needs 
and circumstances. They consider the possible extension of their role as small-scale food producers by exploring 
potential entrepreneurial opportunities. 

Units 3: Food in daily life  
This unit investigates the many roles and everyday influences of food. Area of Study 1 explores the science of 
food: our physical need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. Students investigate the 
physiology of eating and appreciating food, and the microbiology of digestion. They also investigate the 
functional properties of food and the changes that occur during food preparation and cooking. They analyse the 
scientific rationale behind the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating and 
develop their understanding of diverse nutrient requirements. Area of Study 2 focuses on influences on food 
choice: how communities, families and individuals change their eating patterns over time and how our food 
values and behaviours develop within social environments. Students inquire into the role of food in shaping and 
expressing identity and connectedness and the ways in which food information can be filtered and manipulated. 
They investigate behavioural principles that assist in the establishment 
of lifelong, healthy dietary patterns. The practical component of this unit enables students to understand food 
science terminology and to apply specific techniques to the production of everyday food that facilitates the 
establishment of nutritious and sustainable meal patterns. 

Units 4: Food issues, challenges and futures 
In this unit students examine debates about global and Australian food systems. Area of Study 1 focuses on 
issues about the environment, ecology, ethics, farming practices, the development and application of 
technologies, and the challenges of food security, food safety, food wastage, and the use and management of 
water and land. 
Students research a selected topic, seeking clarity on current situations and points of view, considering solutions 
and analysing work undertaken to solve problems and support sustainable futures. Area of Study 2 focuses on 
individual responses to food information and misinformation and the development of food knowledge, skills 
and habits to empower consumers to make discerning food choices. Students consider how to assess 
information and draw evidence-based conclusions. They apply this methodology to navigate contemporary food 
fads, trends and diets. They practise and improve their food selection skills by interpreting food labels and 
analysing the marketing terms used on food packaging. The practical component of this unit provides students 
with opportunities to apply their responses to environmental and ethical food issues, and to extend their food 
production repertoire reflecting the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. 

Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4. 

Proposed Subject Cost:          FOOD STUDIES 1 & 2: $377           Food Studies Unit 3 & 4: $305 
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Health and Human Development  

 

Unit 1 Understanding Health and Wellbeing 
In this unit students identify personal perspectives and priorities relating to health and wellbeing, and enquire 

into factors that influence helath attitudes, beliefs and practices, including among Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islanders. Students look at multiple dimensions of health and wellbeing, the complex interplay of influences on 

helath and wellbeing and the indicators used to measure and evaluate health status. With a focus on youth, 

studets consider their own health as individuals and as a cohort. They build health literacy through interpreting 

and usin data, through investingating the role of food, and through extended inquiry into one youth helath focus 

area. 

 

Unit 2 Managing Health and Development 
This unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and societal 

perspectives. Students look at changes and expectations that are part of the progression from youth to adulthood. 

This unit promotes the application of health literacy skills through an examination of adulthood as a time of 

increasing independence and responsibility, involving the establishment of long-term relationships, possible 

considerations of parenthood and management of health-related milestones and changes. 

Students enquires into the Australian healthcare system and extend their capacity to access and analyse health 

information. They investigate the challenges and opportunities presented by digital media and health 

technologies, and consider issues surrounding the use of health data and access to quality health care. 
 

Unit 3 Australiaõs Health in a Globalised World 
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 

interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore health and wellbeing as a global concept and to take a 

broader approach to inquiry. As they consider the benefits of optimal health and wellbeing and its importance as 

an individual and a collective resource, their thinking extends to health as a universal right. Students look at the 

fundamental conditions required for health improvement, as stated by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

They use this knowledge as background to their analysis and evaluation of variations in the health status of 

Australians. Area of Study 2 focuses on health promotion and improvements in population health over time. 

Students look at various public health approaches and the interdependence of different models as they research 

health improvements and evaluate successful programs. While the emphasis is on the Australian health system, 

the progression of change in public health approaches should be seen within a global context. 
 

 Unit  4 Health and Human Development in a globalised context 
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human development in a global context. Students use data to 

investigate health status and burden of disease in different countries, exploring factors that contribute to health 

inequalities between and within countries, including the physical, social and economic conditions in which 

people live. Students build their understanding of health in a global context through examing changes in burden 

of disease over time and studying key concepts of sustainabiltity and human development. They consider the 

health implications of icreased globalisation and worldwide trends relating to climate change, digital 

technologies, world trade and the mass movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at global action to improve 

health and wellbeing and human development, focusing on the United Nationsô (UNôs) Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGôs) and the work of the World Health Organization (WHO). Students also investigate 

the role of non-government organisations and Australiaôs overseas aid program. Students evaluate the 

effectiveness of health initiatives and programs in a global context and reflect on their capacity to take action. 

 
Entry:  
There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to Unit 4.  

 

Proposed Subject Cost: HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 1 & 2: $ 72 

HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 3 & 4:  $87 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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History  

 
The study of VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others and their world, and broadens their 
perspective by examining people, groups, events, ideas and movements. Through studying VCE History, students 
develop social, political, economic and cultural understanding. They also explore continuity and change: the world is 
not as it has always been, and it will be subject to change in the future. In this sense, history is relevant to 
contemporary issues. It fosters an understanding of human agency and informs decision making in the present. The 
study of history fosters the ability to ask searching questions, to engage in independent research, and to construct 
arguments about the past based on evidence. Historical comprehension enables a source to be understood in 
relation to its context; that is, students make links between the source and the world in which it was produced. We 
can never know the whole past. Historical knowledge rests on the interpretation of sources that are used as 
evidence. Furthermore, judgments of historical significance made by historians are central to the discipline. 
Historians do not always agree about the meaning that is taken from the past: historical interpretations are often 
subject to academic and public debate. The study of history equips students to take an informed position on such 
matters, helping them develop as individuals and citizens. 
 
Structure:  The study is made up of four units: 
 

Unit 1: Twentieth Century History (1918-1939)  
In Unit 1 students explore the nature of political, social and cultural change in the period between the world wars. 
World War One is regarded by many as marking the beginning of twentieth century history since it represented 
such a complete departure from the past and heralded changes that were to have an impact for decades to come. 
The post-war treaties ushered in a period where the world was, to a large degree, reshaped with new borders, 
movements, ideologies and power structures. These changes affected developments in Europe, the USA, Asia, 
Africa and the Middle East. Economic instability caused by the Great Depression also contributed to the 
development of political movements. Despite ideals about future peace, reflected in the establishment of the 
League of Nations, the world was again overtaken by war in 1939. The period after World War One was 
characterised by significant social and cultural change in the contrasting decades of the 1920s and 1930s. New 
fascist governments used the military, education and propaganda to impose controls on the way people lived, to 
exclude particular groups of people and to silence criticism. In Germany, the persecution of the Jewish people 
became intensified. In the USSR, millions of people were forced to work in state-owned factories and farms and 
had limited personal freedom. Japan became increasingly militarised and anti-western. In the USA, the 
consumerism and material progress of the 1920s was tempered by the Great Crash of 1929. Writers, artists, 
musicians, choreographers and filmmakers reflected, promoted or resisted political, economic and social changes. 

 

Unit 2: Twentieth Century History (1945-2000)  
In Unit 2 students explore the nature and impact of the Cold War and challenges and changes to existing 
political, economic and social arrangements in the second half of the twentieth century. The establishment of the 
United Nations in 1945 was intended to take an internationalist approach to avoiding warfare, resolving political 
tensions and addressing threats to human life and safety. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 
1948 was the first global expression of human rights. Despite internationalist moves, the second half of the 
twentieth century was dominated by the competing ideologies of democracy and communism, setting the 
backdrop for the Cold War. The period also saw challenge and change to the established order in many 
countries. The continuation of moves towards decolonisation led to independence movements in former 
colonies in Africa, the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific. New countries were created and independence was 
achieved through both military and diplomatic means. Old conflicts also continued and terrorism became 
increasingly global. The second half of the twentieth century also saw the rise of social movements that 
challenged existing values and traditions, such as the civil rights movement, feminism and environmental 
movements. 

 

Unit 3 & 4:  Revolutions 
In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students investigate the significant historical causes and consequences of political 
revolution. Revolutions represent great ruptures in time and are a major turning point which brings about the 
collapse and destruction of an existing political order resulting in a pervasive change to society. Revolutions are 
caused by the interplay of ideas, events, individuals and popular movements. Their consequences have a profound 
effect on the political and social structures of the post-revolutionary society. Revolution is a dramatically 
accelerated process whereby the new order attempts to create political and social change and transformation based 
on a new ideology. Progress in a post-revolutionary society is not guaranteed or inevitable. Post-revolutionary 
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regimes are often threatened internally by civil war and externally by foreign threats. These challenges can result 
in a compromise of revolutionary ideals and extreme measures of violence, oppression and terror. In these units 
students develop an understanding of the complexity and multiplicity of causes and consequences in the 
revolutionary narrative. They construct an argument about the past using primary sources as evidence and evaluate 
the extent to which the revolution brought change to the lives of people. They consider how perspectives of the 
revolution give an insight into the continuity and change experienced by those who lived through dramatic 
revolutionary moments. Students evaluate historical interpretations about the causes and consequences of 
revolution and the effects of change instigated by the new order. In developing a course, teachers select two 
revolutions to be studied from the following, one for Unit 3 and one for Unit 4: 

 
a. The American Revolution of 1776.  

b. The French Revolution of 1789.  

c. The Russian Revolution of October 1917.  

d. The Chinese Revolution of 1949.  

 
For the two selected revolutions, both areas of study must be undertaken. Students are expected to demonstrate 
a progression from Unit 3 to Unit 4 in historical understanding and skills. 
 
 

Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to Unit 4.  

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: TWENTIETH CENTURY HISTORY 1 & 2: $50 

HISTORY -REVOLUTIONS 3 & 4:  $65 

 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 52 

Indonesian  

(Second Language)  

 

This study develops studentsõ ability to understand and use the language of a country which is one of Australiaõs closest 
neighbours and is one of the most populous countries in the world. 

The study of Indonesian promotes the strengthening of links between Australia and Indonesia, in particular in areas 
such as business, tourism and education. Studying a language other than 

English contributes to the overall education of students, particularly in the area of communication, but also in cross-
cultural understanding, cognitive development, and literacy. 

Structure: The study is made up of four units. 

Unit 1 
The areas of study comprise themes and topics, grammar text types, vocabulary and kinds of  writing. This unit 
should allow the student to establish and maintain a spoken or written exchange, listen to, read and obtain 
information from written and spoken texts and produce a personal response to a text focusing on real or imaginary 
experience. 
 

Unit 2 
The areas of study comprise themes and topics, grammar text types, vocabulary and kinds of writing. This unit 
will allow the student to participate in a spoken or written exchange, listen  to, read and extract and use information 
and ideas from spoken and written texts and give expression to real or imaginary experience in written or spoken 
form. 
 

Units 3 and 4 
The areas of study comprise themes and topics, grammar text types, vocabulary and kinds of writing. In these 
units students undertake a detailed study of either Language and Culture through texts. Students should be able to 
express ideas through the production of original texts, analyse and use information from spoken and written texts 
and exchange information, opinions and experiences. They should also be able to respond critically to spoken and 
written texts which reflect aspects of the language and culture of Indonesian-speaking communities. 

Entry: 
Indonesian Second Language is designed for students who do not have an Indonesian background, that is students 
who have learnt all the Indonesian they know in an Australian school or similar environment. These students will, 
typically, have studied Indonesian for at least 400 hours at the completion of Year 12. It is possible, however, that 
some students with less formal experience will also be able to meet the requirements successfully. Students must also 
undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking Unit 4.  
 

Proposed Subject Cost: INDONESIAN AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 1 & 2: $30 

INDONESIAN AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 3 & 4:  $30  

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Legal Studies   

 
VCE Legal Studies investigates the ways in which the law and the legal system relate to and serve individuals and the 
community.  This knowledge is central to understanding the workings of contemporary Australian society. 
Legal Studies examines the processes of law-making, dispute resolution and the administration of justice in Australia. 
Students develop an understanding of the impact of the legal system on the lives of citizens, and the implications of 
legal decisions and outcomes on Australian society.  The study provides students with an appreciation of how 
individuals can be involved in decision-making within the legal system, encouraging civic engagement and helping 
them to become more informed and active citizens. 
Students develop an understanding of the complexity of the law and the legal system and the challenges faced by our 
law-makers and dispute resolution bodies.  They investigate the workings of the Australian legal system and undertake 
comparisons with international structures and procedures.  Students are encouraged to question these systems and 
develop informed judgments about their effectiveness, as well as consider reforms to the law and the legal system. 
To enhance student learning and understanding of the legal system, Year 11 and 12 students visit a court room and a 
working prison where they can experience the legal system ôfirst handõ. 
Legal Studies also focuses on the development of skills.  Students develop an ability to identify, collect and process 
information from a range of sources and engage in its interpretation and analysis.  Skills for independent inquiry, 
critical thinking and legal reasoning to solve legal problems are also fostered.  Students are required to apply legal 
reasoning and decision-making to contemporary cases and issues.  They engage in analysis and evaluation of existing 
legal processes and form opinions about the operation of the legal system. 

 

Structure: The structure is made up of four units. 

Unit 1: Guilt and liability 

Criminal law and civil law aim to achieve social cohesion and protect the rights of individuals. Criminal law is aimed 
at maintaining social order and infringing criminal law can result in charges. Civil law deals with the infringement of 
a personõs or groupõs rights and breaching civil law can result in litigation. In this unit students develop an 
understanding of legal foundations, such as the different types and sources of law and the existence of a court 
hierarchy in Victoria. Students investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and apply these to actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios to determine whether an accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable in a civil dispute. In 
doing so, students develop an appreciation of the way in which legal principles and information are used in making 
reasoned judgments and conclusions about the culpability of an accused, and the liability of a party in a civil dispute. 

Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies and rights 

Criminal law and civil law aim to protect the rights of individuals. When rights are infringed, a case or dispute may 
arise which needs to be determined or resolved, and sanctions or remedies may be imposed. This unit focuses on 
the enforcement of criminal law and civil law, the methods and institutions that may be used to determine a criminal 
case or resolve a civil dispute, and the purposes and types of sanctions and remedies and their effectiveness. 
Students undertake a detailed investigation of two criminal cases and two civil cases from the past four years to form 
a judgment about the ability of sanctions and remedies to achieve the principles of justice. Students develop their 
understanding of the way rights are protected in Australia and in another country, and possible reforms to the 
protection of rights. They examine a significant case in relation to the protection of rights in Australia 

Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to Unit 4.  

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: LEGAL STUDIES 1 & 2: $50 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Literature   

 
VCE Literature provides opportunities for students to develop their awareness of other people, places and cultures 
and explore the way texts represent the complexity of human experience. Students examine the evolving and 
dialogic nature of texts, the changing contexts in which they were produced and notions of value. They develop an 
understanding and appreciation of literature, and an ability to reflect critically on the aesthetic and intellectual 
aspects of texts. 
The study of Literature enables students to consider the power and complexity of language, the ways literary features 
and techniques contribute to meaning and the significance of form and structure. They develop their capacity to 
read and interpret texts and reflect on their interpretations and those of others, and in turn reflect on their personal 
experience and the experiences of others, cultivating an awareness that there are multiple readings of texts and that 
the nature of language and text is dynamic. They are encouraged to be independent, innovative and creative, 
developing the ability to read deeply and widely and to establish and articulate their views through creative and 
analytical responses. 
 

Structure: The study is made up of 4 units. 

 
Unit 1: Approaches to literature 

In this unit students focus on the ways in which the interaction between text and reader creates meaning. 
Studentsõ analyses of the features and conventions of texts helps them develop increasingly discriminating 
responses to a range of literary forms and styles. Students respond critically, creatively and reflectively to the 
ideas and concerns of texts and gain insights into how texts function as representations of human experience. 
They develop familiarity with key terms, concepts and practices that equip them for further studies in literature. 
They develop an awareness of how the views and values that readers hold may influence the reading of a text. 

 

Unit 2: Context and connections 
In this unit students explore the ways literary texts connect with each other and with the world. They deepen 
their examination of the ways their own culture and the cultures represented in texts can influence their 
interpretations and shape different meanings. Drawing on a range of literary texts, students consider the 
relationships between authors, audiences and contexts. Ideas, language and structures of different texts from 
past and present eras and/or cultures are compared and contrasted. Students analyse the similarities and 
differences across texts and establish connections between them. They engage in close reading of texts and 
create analytical responses that are evidence-based. By experimenting with textual structures and language 
features, students understand how imaginative texts are informed by close analysis. 

 

Entry: 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1 and 2.  

 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: LITERATURE 1 & 2: $50 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Mathematics   

 
Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure, and of randomness, 
chance, variability and uncertainty in data and events. It is both a framework for thinking and a means of symbolic 
communication that is powerful, logical, concise and precise. Mathematics also provides a means by which people can 
understand and manage human and natural aspects of the world and inter-relationships between these. Essential 
mathematical activities include: conjecturing, hypothesising and problem posing; estimating, calculating and 
computing; abstracting, proving, refuting and inferring; applying, investigating, modelling and problem solving. 

 

Technology in Mathematics: 
The appropriate use of technology to support and develop the teaching and learning of mathematics is to be 
incorporated throughout each unit and course. This will include the use of some of the following technologies for 
various areas of study or topics: graphics calculators, spreadsheets, graphing packages, dynamic geometry systems, 
statistical analysis systems, and computer algebra systems (CAS). Technology will be used in both the learning of new 
material and the application of this material in a variety of different contexts. 

Eligibility for VCE (Baccalaureate):   
For students to be eligible for the award of VCE (Baccalaureate) they will need to study either Mathematical Methods 
(CAS) Units 3 and 4 or Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4. 

Structure: The study is made up of the following units: 
 

Year 11 Subjects: 
General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 

Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 

 

Year 12 Subjects: 
Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 

Specialist Mathematics Unit 3 and 4  
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Year 11 Mathematics Subjects:  
 
 

General Mathematics  
Units 1 and 2:  

General Mathematics provides for different combinations of student interests and preparation for study of VCE 
Mathematics at the Unit 3 and 4 level. The areas of study for General Mathematics Unit 1 and Unit 2 are ôAlgebra 
and structureõ, ôArithmetic and numberõ, ôDiscrete mathematicsõ, ôGeometry, measurement and trigonometryõ, 
ôGraphs of linear and non-linear relationsõ and ôStatisticsõ. 
 
For Units 1 and 2, to suit the range of students entering the study, content must be selected from the six areas 
of study using the following rules: 

Å for each unit, content covers four or more topics in their entirety, selected from at least three different 
areas of study 
Å courses intended as preparation for study at the Units 3 and 4 level should include a selection of topics 
from 
areas of study that provide a suitable background for these studies 
Å topics can also be selected from those available for Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 
Å content covered from an area of study provides a clear progression in knowledge and skills from Unit 1 to 
Unit 2. 

 
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, 
equations and graphs with and without the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and 
by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic, 
financial and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working 
mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 

 

Entry: 
Students wishing to enroll in General Mathematics must have achieved an average òCó result (i.e. AUSVELS òAt the 
standardó) in Year 10 Mathematics and have well developed mathematical skills.  

 

Pathway:  
General Mathematics may lead on to Further Mathematics at Year 12 or students may choose not to pursue 
mathematics at Year 12. 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: GENERAL MATHEMATICS 1 & 2: $ 60 

Additionally students are required to purchase a CAS calculator, and it is recommended that students also 

retain/purchase scientific calculator. 

 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Mathematical Methods  
 

Units 1 and 2:  
 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an introductory study of simple elementary functions of a single real 
variable, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical 
contexts. They are designed as preparation for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and contain assumed 
knowledge and skills for these units.  
 
The focus of Unit 1 is the study of simple algebraic functions, and the areas of study are ôFunctions and graphsõ, 
ôAlgebraõ, ôCalculusõ and ôProbability and statisticsõ. At the end of Unit 1, students are expected to have covered 
the content outlined in each area of study, with the exception of ôAlgebraõ which extends across Units 1 and 2.  
 
In Unit 2 students focus on the study of simple transcendental functions and the calculus of simple algebraic 
functions. The areas of study are ôFunctions and graphsõ, ôAlgebraõ, ôCalculusõ, and ôProbability and statisticsõ. 
At the end of Unit 2, students are expected to have covered the material outlined in each area of study. Material 
from the ôFunctions and graphsõ, ôAlgebraõ, ôCalculusõ, and ôProbability and statisticsõ areas of study should be 
organised so that there is a clear progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 1 to Unit 2 in each area of study. 
 
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, 
equations, graphs and differentiation with and without the use of technology. They should have facility with 
relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, 
geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working 
mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout the unit as applicable. The appropriate 
use of CAS technology is incorporated throughout each unit. Students are required to have a CAS calculator. 

 

 

Entry: 
Entry to this subject is based on demonstrated performance. Students who wish to enroll in Mathematical Methods 
must have achieved a òBó result or higher (i.e. AUSVELS òAbove the standardó) in Year 10 Mathematics. Studentsõ 
Year 10 Semester One examination result will also be examined to ensure they have the necessary prerequisite 
knowledge and skills. 

 

Pathway: 
Students who pass Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 may consider Further Mathematics at Year 12. Students who 
perform well may consider Mathematical Methods at Year 12. For students to be eligible for the award of VCE 
(Baccalaureate) they will need to study either Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 3 and 4 or Specialist Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4. Although it is possible to prepare for Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 3 and 4 by studying only 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 1 and 2, a much firmer basis is obtained by also studying Specialist Mathematics 
Units 1 and 2.  

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: MATHEMATICAL METHODS 1 & 2: $60   

Additionally students are required to purchase a CAS calculator, and it is recommended that students also 

retain/purchase scientific calculator. 

 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Specialist Mathematics   

 
Units 1 and 2:  

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of study for students who wish to undertake an in-depth 
study of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical structure, 
modelling, problem solving and reasoning. This study has a focus on interest in the discipline of mathematic in its 
own right and investigation of a broad range of applications, as well as development of a sound background for 
further studies in mathematics and mathematics related fields. 
 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2, taken in conjunction, provide 
a comprehensive preparation for Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4. The areas of study for Units 1 and 2 of 
Specialist Mathematics are ôAlgebra and structureõ, ôArithmetic and numberõ, ôDiscrete mathematicsõ, ôGeometry, 
measurement and trigonometryõ, ôGraphs of linear and non-linear relationsõ and ôStatisticsõ. 
 
For Units 1 and 2, to suit the range of students entering the study, and cover the four prescribed topics, content 
must be selected from the six areas of study using the following rules: 

Å for each unit, content covers four or more topics in their entirety, selected from at least three different 
areas of study 
Å each unit must include two of the prescribed topics: Number systems and recursion; Vectors in the plane; 

Geometry in the plane and proof; and Graphs of non-linear relations 
Å other topics can be selected from those included in the areas of study for Specialist Mathematics Units 1 

and 2 and/or General Mathematics Units 1 and 2 
Å courses intended as preparation for study at the Units 3 and 4 level should include selection of content 

from areas of study that provide a suitable background for these studies 
Å content from an area of study provides a clear progression in knowledge and skills from Unit 1 to Unit 2. 

 
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations and graphs with and without the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant 
mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, 
symbolic and statistical functionality of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working 
mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 

 

Entry: Only students who are enrolled in Mathematical Methods should consider this subject.  
 

Pathway: 
Specialist Mathematics students are likely to go on to Mathematics Methods and/or Specialist Mathematics at Year 
12 and be considering tertiary studies requiring mathematics and related subjects. Students are strongly encouraged to 
check prerequisites for entrance to tertiary courses. Although it is possible to prepare for Mathematical Methods (CAS) 
Units 3 and 4 by studying only Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, a much firmer basis is obtained by also studying 
Specialist Units 1 and 2. 

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 1 & 2: $60 

Additionally students are required to purchase a CAS calculator, and it is recommended that students also 

retain/purchase scientific calculator. 

 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Year 12 Mathematics Subjects:  

 

Further Mathematics  
 

Further Mathematics consists of two areas of study, a compulsory Core area of study to be completed in Unit 3 
and an Applications area of study to be completed in Unit 4. The Core comprises ôData analysisõ and ôRecursion 
and financial modellingõ. The Applications comprises two modules to be completed in their entirety, from a 
selection of four possible modules: ôMatricesõ, ôNetworks and decision mathematicsõ, ôGeometry and measurementõ 
and ôGraphs and relationsõ. ôData analysisõ comprises 40 per cent of the content to be covered, ôRecursion and 
financial modellingõ comprises 20 per cent of the content to be covered, and each selected module comprises 20 
per cent of the content to be covered. Assumed knowledge and skills for the Core are contained in the General 
Mathematics Units 1 and 2 topics: ôComputation and practical arithmeticõ, ôInvestigating and comparing data 
distributionsõ, ôInvestigating relationships between two numerical variablesõ, ôLinear graphs and modellingõ, ôLinear 
relations and equationsõ, and ôNumber patterns and recursionõ. For each module there are related topics in General 
Mathematics Units 1 and 2. 
 
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, 
equations, and graphs. They should have a facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and 
computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical functionality of 
technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be 
incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 
 

Entry: 
Students attempting Further Mathematics must have satisfactorily completed all three outcomes in General 
Mathematics Units 1 and 2 or Mathematical Methods 1 and 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Cost: FURTHER MATHEMATICS 3 & 4: $155 

Additionally students are required to purchase a CAS calculator, and it is recommended that students also 

retain/purchase scientific calculator. 

 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 
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Mathematical Methods   
 

Units 3 and 4:  
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are completely prescribed and extend the introductory study of simple 
elementary functions of a single real variable, to include combinations of these functions, algebra, calculus, 
probability and statistics, and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. Units 3 and 4 
consist of the areas of study ôFunctions and graphsõ, ôCalculusõ, ôAlgebraõ and ôProbability and statisticsõ, which 
must be covered in progression from Unit 3 to Unit 4, with an appropriate selection of content for each of Unit 
3 and Unit 4. Assumed knowledge and skills for Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are contained in 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, and will be drawn on, as applicable, in the development of related content 
from the areas of study, and key knowledge and skills for the outcomes of Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. 
 
For Unit 3 a selection of content would typically include the areas of study ôFunctions and graphsõ and ôAlgebraõ, 
and applications of derivatives and differentiation, and identifying and analysing key features of the functions and 
their graphs from the ôCalculusõ area of study. For Unit 4, this selection would typically consist of remaining 
content from the areas of study: ôFunctions and graphsõ, ôCalculusõ and ôAlgebraõ, and the study of random variables 
and discrete and continuous probability distributions and the distribution of sample proportions. For Unit 4, the 
content from the ôCalculusõ area of study would be likely to include the treatment of anti-differentiation, 
integration, the relation between integration and the area of regions specified by lines or curves described by the 
rules of functions, and simple applications of this content. 
 
The selection of content from the areas of study should be constructed so that there is a development in the 
complexity and sophistication of problem types and mathematical processes used (modelling, transformations, 
graph sketching and equation solving) in application to contexts related to these areas of study. There should be a 
clear progression of skills and knowledge from Unit 3 to Unit 4 in each area of study. 
 
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic manipulation, 
equations, graphs, differentiation, anti-differentiation, integration and inference with and without the use of 
technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation and 
computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of technology for 
teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be incorporated 
throughout each unit as applicable. 
 

Entry: 
Units 3 and 4 of a study are designed to be taken as a sequence. Students must undertake Unit 3 of a study before 
entering Unit 4 of that study.   Students wishing to study Units 3 and 4 in Mathematical Methods must have 
successfully completed this subject at Year 11 and achieved a standard of òCó or higher.  

Although it is possible to prepare for Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 3 and 4 by studying only Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2, a much firmer basis is obtained by also studying Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2.  

 

 

 

Proposed Subject Cost: MATHEMATICAL METHODS  3 & 4: $95 

Additionally students are required to purchase a CAS calculator, and it is recommended that students also 

retain/purchase scientific calculator. 

 
Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

  

 



 

 61 

Specialist Mathematics   
 
Units 3 and 4:  
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study: ôFunctions and graphsõ, ôAlgebraõ, ôCalculusõ, 
ôVectorsõ, ôMechanicsõ and ôProbability and statisticsõ. The development of course content should highlight 
mathematical structure, reasoning and applications across a range of modelling contexts with an appropriate 
selection of content for each of Unit 3 and Unit 4. The selection of content for Unit 3 and Unit 4 should be 
constructed so that there is a balanced and progressive development of knowledge and skills with connections 
among the areas of study being developed as appropriate across Unit 3 and Unit 4. 
 
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes familiarity with the key knowledge and skills from Mathematical 
Methods Units 1 and 2, the key knowledge and skills from Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 topics 'Number 
systems and recursion' and 'Geometry in the plane and proof', and concurrent or previous study of Mathematical 
Methods Units 3 and 4. Together these cover the assumed knowledge and skills for Specialist Mathematics, which 
are drawn on as applicable in the development of content from the areas of study and key knowledge and skills 
for the outcomes. 
 
In Unit 3 a study of Specialist Mathematics would typically include content from ôFunctions and graphsõ and a 
selection of material from the ôAlgebraõ, ôCalculusõ and ôVectorsõ areas of study. In Unit 4 this selection would 
typically consist of the remaining content from the ôAlgebraõ, ôCalculusõ, and ôVectorsõ areas of study and the 
content from the ôMechanicsõ and ôProbability and statisticsõ areas of study. 
 
In undertaking these units, students are expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and processes involving 
rational, real and complex arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 
manipulation, equations, graphs, differentiation, anti-differentiation and integration and inference with and 
without the use of technology. They should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches to 
estimation and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical functionality of 
technology for teaching and learning mathematics, for working mathematically, and in related assessment, is to be 
incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 
 

Entry: 
Enrolment in Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes a current enrolment in, or previous completion of, 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. In all but the most exceptional circumstances students must successfully 
complete Units 1 and 2 Specialist Mathematics in Year 11.  

 

Proposed Subject Cost: SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS 3 & 4: $95  

Additionally students are required to purchase a CAS calculator, and it is recommended that students also 

retain/purchase scientific calculator. 

 

Students will be advised of enrolment in this subject the week beginning 4th September. To secure enrolment in the 

elective, payment is due by Friday 13th October.  Confirmation of enrolment will not be made until payment is 

received. Payment Plans are available; please contact the office by 22nd September to arrange a payment program, 

if arrangements are not made by this date, full payment for this elective will be expected by 13th October (first week 

Term 4). As an elective, this subject will only proceed if enough interest is sought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 














































































































































