COMMUNITY PROJECT
@
MESC


participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context



generate creative new insights and develop deeper
understandings through in-depth investigation



demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an extended period of time



communicate effectively in a variety of situations



demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning



appreciate the process of learning and take pride in
their accomplishments.

Welcome!
Dear MYP3 Students,
The MYP3 Community Project is a major activity for you to complete in year three (year 9) of the MYP program at Mount Eliza SC. This guide contains
sections to help you with selecting a topic, planning and working on the project. It contains a lot of information about the Community Project as well
as answers to the questions you are likely to ask. This information has been based on the official IB Projects Guide 2014.
The community project focuses on community and service and gives you an opportunity to develop awareness of needs in various communities and
address those needs through service learning. As a consolidation of learning, the community project engages in a sustained, in-depth inquiry
leading to service as action in the community.
The community project is completed individually or in groups of a maximum of three students. The choice of the topic for the project is made in consultation
with an IB teacher who has the responsibility for supervising the development of the project according to the Community project objectives and assessment
criteria published in the IB Projects Guide. You are expected to meet regularly with your supervisor and to ensure that your supervisor signs for each of the
compulsory meetings. You will keep a record of these meetings in your Process Journal on ManageBac. Remember that it is your responsibility to meet all the
deadlines.
The aims of MYP projects are to encourage and enable you to:







participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context
generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth investigation
demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an extended period of time
communicate effectively in a variety of situations
demonstrate responsible action through or as a result of learning
appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments.
While this project may seem like quite a bit of work, we are confident the rewards will be even greater, both for you as a student and the community
whose need you chose to address.
MYP Teachers

The Community Project that you complete at the end of Year 9 shows the skills you have developed through Approaches to Learning and your understanding of the Global Contexts. The project is an excellent opportunity to share with others something that is of great interest to you.
The Community Project is an opportunity for you to work on an area in the community that interests you and to show the skills you have developed over
the years in your subjects and through Approaches to Learning (ATL). Your Community Project should be clearly focused on an issue or theme closely related to one of the Global Contexts.
Remember, you will be working on this project for an extended period, so you need to focus on something that really interests you.

Your Community Project should:









deal with a topic or area to which you are committed
reflect your dedication towards helping the community
allow you to express a truly personal message
challenge your knowledge, skills and techniques in an appropriate way
be the result of your initiative, creativity and ability to organize and plan
be focused on one Global Context
have a clear and achievable goal that is relevant to you
be entirely your own work - authenticity is very important.







In schools in which the MYP finishes with year 3 or 4 of the programme, all students in the final year must complete the community project.
You are expected to spend approximately 15 hours on your community project.
The community project may be completed individually or collaboratively in groups of no more than three students.
The community project does not form part of the curriculum for any subject group, although subjects may support the completion of the project.
The community projects are assessed and internally standardized by the assessment panel, supported by Supervisor feedback in the school according to the
criteria published in the MYP Projects Guide.

Community Project Cycle – visualizing the project objectives

The purpose of the supervisor is to support you during the project. Each student, or each group of students who have decided to work together should have a supervisor.
The teacher supervisor will:





ensure the chosen Community project topic satisfies appropriate legal and ethical standards with regard to health and safety, confidentiality, human rights, animal welfare and environmental issues
provide guidance to you in the process and completion of the project
confirm the authenticity of the work submitted
assess at each meeting where they believe you currently sit with your Community project using the criteria published in the MYP Projects Guide
The teacher supervisor will give you information and guidance that includes:









guidelines about the Community project
a timetable with deadlines
the assessment criteria for the project
advice on how to keep and use a process journal
the importance of personal analysis and reflection
formative feedback
requirements for academic honesty.

As you evolve through the service learning process, you may engage in one or more types of action:


Direct service: if you have interaction that involves people, the environment or animals. Examples include one-on-one tutoring, developing a garden
alongside refugees, or teaching dogs behaviours to prepare them for adoption.



Indirect service: even if you do not see the recipients during indirect service, you can verify that their actions will benefit the community or environment.
Examples include redesigning an organization’s website, writing original picture books to teach a language, or raising fish to restore a stream.



Advocacy: if you speak on behalf of a cause or concern to promote action on an issue of public interest.
Examples include initiating an awareness campaign on hunger in the community, performing a play on replacing bullying with respect, or creating
a video on sustainable water solutions.



Research: if you collect information through varied sources, analyse data and report on a topic of importance to influence policy or practice.
Examples include conducting environmental surveys to influence their school, contributing to a study of animal migration patterns, or compiling
the most effective means to reduce litter in public spaces.

Week beginning 1/4/19

Week beginning 23/4/19

Week beginning 6/5/19

Complete by 14th June

Week beginning 17/6/19

Week beginning 22/7/19

INTRODUCTION

INVESTIGATING

PLANNING

TAKING ACTION

REFLECTING

PRESENTATION









Evaluate the quality of 
service ac on against
your proposal
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Develop a proposal for action to serve the
need in the community

Evaluate the quality of the service as action against
the proposal
Reflect on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding
of service learning
Reflect on their development of ATL skills

Objective D. Reflecting

Demon-

Demonstrate service as action as a result of the
project

ii. Demonstrate thinking skills iii.
strate communication and social skills

i.

Objective C: Taking action

Plan and record the development process of the
project
Demonstrate self-management skills

i.

Objective B: Planning

Identify prior learning and subject-specific
knowledge relevant to the project
Demonstrate research skills

nity, based on personal interests

i. Define a goal to address a need within a commu-

Objective A: Investigating

Community project objectives

Communication
Reflection

Communication Collaboration
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Transfer

Organization
Critical thinking
Creative thinking

Collaboration
Organization
Reflection

Collaboration
Organization
Critical thinking
Creative thinking

Information literacy
Media literacy
Transfer

Collaboration
Critical thinking
Creative thinking

Affective skills

Affective skills

Affective skills

Affective skills

MYP ATL skill cluster

1. Deﬁning a goal to address a need in the community
Some examples of goals are:


to raise awareness



to participate actively



to research



to inform others



to create/innovate



to change behaviours



to advocate.

A need can be defined as a condition or situation in which something is required or wanted; a duty or obligation; or a lack of something requisite, desirable or
useful. The community may be local, national, virtual or global.
COMMUNITY

EXAMPLES

A group of people living in the
same place

Singapore’s Indian neighbourhood

A group of people sharing particular characteristics, beliefs
and/or values

An online forum for people with Vegetarians
Down’s syndrome

Debate Club of MG School

A body of nations or states unified by common interests

European Union

Republic of Croatia

United Nation Human Rights
Council

A group of interdependent
plants or animals growing or
living together in a specified
habitat

Madagascar’s indigenous bird
population

Flora of the Middle east in West- South Korean’s Ecorium project
ern Asia
(wetland reserve)

Croatian citizens

Korowai people of Papua

2. Iden fying prior learning and subject speciﬁc knowledge relevant to the project
KNOW–LEARN–DO ORGANISER
What We Know

What we Need to Learn

What We Need to Do

3. Iden fying the Global Context for the project
The goal

A need

A community

Global context

to raise awareness

freedom of expression

a nation perceived as politically
oppressed

Personal and cultural expression

to participate actively

trained working dogs

special needs community

Identities and relationships

to research

access to clean drinking water

pacific island countries

Orientation in space and time

to inform others

access to medical provisions

various socio-economic
groups

Fairness and development

to create/innovate

medical advances

support group for cancer patients

Scientific and technical innovation

to change behaviours

social acceptance

the school community of
teachers and students

Identities and relationships

to advocate

modernization of local methods
of waste management

the local population as it prepares for a national event

Globalization and sustainability

Consider the following questions as you choose a global context through which to focus your project.


What do I want to achieve through my Community project?



What do I want others to understand through my work?



What impact do I want my project to have?



How can a specific context give greater purpose to my project?

When organizing fundraising campaigns or events for an organization, you will explore the challenges that the organization address, such as
pollution, climate change, endangered species, health, education, housing, food, human rights, minority rights, immigration, culture, arts, communication. Therefore, the global context for the project will often be determined by the organization’s cause.

Use these questions to help guide your investigation:


What was the goal and why did you choose it?



Define your community.



What did you already know and what did you learn?



How did that help you?



Did you use what you learned in any of your subjects/classes?

4. Comple ng the Community Project Plan
5. Conduc ng ini al research


Select relevant resources and gather information



Summarise and document all of your research



Acknowledge the sources of information according to the Academic Honesty Policy

6. Recording informa on and developments in a process journal


Students are expected to use the Process Journal on ManageBac



Students will be shown how to navigate this system during Global Literacy classes



Your Process Journal should include relevant information, findings, thoughts and feeling, achievements and challenges.

6. Recording informa on and developments in a process journal


Meet with your Supervisor to chat about what has happened so far.



Be ready for your meeting. You want to make the most of this 15minutes.



If working in a group, you all need to be present at the meeting.

Date/Duration of
project

Surveys:

Observations & experiences:

Media:

Interviews:

What action will you take? How will you make a contribution towards addressing the problem in the community that you have stated in your goal?

Process Journal: How will you record the significant findings from beginning to end to show the development of your community project?

Research: What do you
have to research? Be specific and list how you will
collect all the information
you need.

Target the Research: Which (segment of the) community will you focus your inquiry and research on?

Identify a goal to address a need in the community, based on your personal interests.

Student Name

Project Title

This stage will be assessed through the Project Action Proposal, Project Work Plan, Creating criteria for the product/
outcome, Mentor Meetings and other observational data.
When you are clear on what you want to achieve, you will determine the proposal and document it in your process journal. Do not come up with

a proposal that takes too much me, is diﬃcult to follow through, or costs too much money to implement. On the other hand, do not choose
projects that are too simplis c.
In the Project Action Proposal you should describe:
1) need in the community
2) how will I address this need? – you need to plan specific tasks and activities to develop your project (you can use checklists, rubrics, timelines,
flow charts or other strategies to prepare your proposal)
3) determine a final product/outcome of their project
You must determine a final product/outcome of their project. The product/outcome might be an original work of art, a model, a business plan, a
campaign, a blueprint or architectural drawing, an essay, a debate, a film, a play, a radio broadcast, a book, a charity event, a workshop for adults,
a petition, a clothing or some other work.
4) create criteria for the product/outcome (similar to the design specification in MYP Design)
You must define realistic criteria to measure the quality of the project's final outcome or product.

2. Developing a Project Work Plan
What needs to be done?

Who will do this part

By when?

Done :Date

(group members)

3. Con nuing Research
Look for reliable online sources and conduct interviews with individuals involved in whatever your project is. As you comlete your research, make sure to keep
track of all of your sources and add these to your Process Journal.

4. Crea ng criteria for the product/outcome (similar to the design speciﬁca on in MYP Design
Students must determine a ﬁnal product/outcome of their project. The product/outcome might be an original work of art, a model, a business plan, a campaign, a
blueprint or architectural drawing, an essay, a book, charity event, debate, a ﬁlm, a radio broadcast, workshop for adults. Students must deﬁne realis c criteria to
measure the quality of the projects ﬁnal outcome or product.

5. Recording informa on and developments in a process journal and mee ng with a teacher supervisor.

All informa on relevant to successfully comple ng and reﬂec ng on your Community Project will be stored in a digital journal on ManageBac.

Once you have determined the need, your goal and have planned what you are going to do, it is me to put it into ACTION!

1. Demonstrate Service as Ac on as a result of the Project
2. Document the en re process in your Process journal—throughout ALL stages of the Project


Brainstorming



Reflections



Research



Notes



Images



Sjecthes



Potos



Documents



Interviews

What did you do? How did it go?

Did you interact with anyone in the community?

What were your results? Did you have to make any changes along the way?

What would you do differently and why?

The Process Journal is

The Process journal is not



sed throughout the project to document its development





an evolving record of intents, processes, accomplishments



used on a daily basis (unless this is useful for the student)



a place to record initial thoughts and developments, brainstorming, possible lines of inquiry and further questions
raised



written up after the process has been completed



additional work on top of the project; it is part of and supports the project

a place for recording interactions with sources, for example
teachers, supervisors, external contributors



a diary with detailed writing about what was done



a static document with only one format




a place to record selected, annotated and/or edited research
and to maintain a bibliography



place for storing useful information, for example quotations,
pictures, ideas, photographs



a means of exploring ideas and solutions



a place for evaluating work completed



a place for reflecting on learning



devised by the student in a format that suits his or her needs



record of reflections and feedback


The process journal is a documentation that you develop throughout the process.



You can apply techniques similar to those you have used to document process in the Arts and Design in order to document your progress in the Community Project.



You must show evidence of regular use of the process journal, though not necessarily weekly.



You are not restricted to any single model of recording your process journal but are responsible for producing evidence of addressing the four objectives to demonstrate achievement at the highest levels of the criteria.

How to keep a process journal Students will use ManageBac


each entry must show your research, reflections and thinking as you progress with your project



attach photos, tables, graphs, research notes and everything that represents the learning journey you are part of



acknowledge the ATL skill categories that your journal entry addresses

Selecting process journal extracts
You should select and submit the process journal extracts and it is your responsibility for making the appropriate extracts available to the supervisor. If you are
working individually you should select a maximum of 10 individual extracts to represent the key developments of the project. If you are working in groups
on .the community project you will submit a maximum of 15 process journal extracts
The extracts should clearly demonstrate development in all criteria. Your supervisors can help you identify your 10 extracts so make sure you ask during your
meetings with your supervisor. An extract may include:


visual thinking diagrams

timelines/action plans

visual/audio material (3mins)



bulleted lists

annotated illustrations

screenshots of blogs/websites



charts

artefacts from inspirational visits

self/peer/supervisor/community feedback



short paragraphs

pictures/photos/sketches

CONGRATULATIONS! You made it. This is the ﬁnal stage of your project. This is where you will actually present your project to the assessment panel. The
assessment Panel will award you as an individual or group your ﬁnal feedback and score. This will be generated from your presenta on and feedback
from Supervisor interviews.

1. Wri ng a reﬂec on to


evaluate the quality of the service as action against the proposal



reflect on learning - how completing the project has extended your knowledge and understanding of service learning



reflect on your development of ATL skills (see the tables on the next page)



reflect on the development of the IB learner profile attributes

2. Preparing and comple ng the oral presenta on
3. Selec ng the process journal extracts to submit
4. Comple ng the bibliography
5. Comple ng Academic Honesty Form


Did you achieve your goal? How well did you address the need? Did you help the community? In what way? Compare the quality of the project’s final product/
outcome against the proposal.



What advice would you give others about doing a service project? Would you do another service project and what would it be?



What attributes of the IB learner profile did you develop? How was your project received by others?



What worked well with your project? How was your project received by others?



What does service mean to you after completing the project? What ATL skills did you develop? To answer this question use the tables bellow:.

Define a goal to address a
need within a community,
based on personal interests

Develop a proposal for action
to serve a need in the
community

Demonstrate thinking skills
Demonstrate communication
and social skills

Demonstrate service as action
as a result of the project

Reflect how completing the
project has extended their
knowledge and understanding of
service learning iii.
Reflect
on their development
of ATL (Approaches to
Learning) skills

Evaluate the quality of the service as
action against the proposal

Objective D: Reflecting

i.

Objective C: Taking Action

Plan and record the development
process of the
project
Demonstrate SelfManagement Skills

i.

Objective B: Planning

ii.
Identify prior learning and
subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project iii.
Demonstrate research
skills

i.

Objective A: Investigating

Community Project
Objectives

Communication
Reflective
Affective Skills

Communication
Collaboration
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Transfer
Affective Skills

Organization
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Affective Skills

Collaboration
Organization
Reflection
Affective Skills

Collaboration
Organization
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Affective Skills

Information literacy
Media Literacy
Transfer
Affective Skills

Collaboration
Critical thinking
Creative thinking
Affective Skills

MYP ATL Skill
Clusters

Evidence that I demonstrated this:

The first table below is a model of alignment between ATL skills and project objectives. There is also a column
for you to communicate evidence of the ATL skills demonstrated throughout the project. It is important to realize that ATL skills work across all stages of Community projects, often overlapping throughout the project.

ATL skills are the skills you use to “learn how to learn”. You are already using many of the skills, but perhaps
didn’t know what they were called. Think about how have used these as you go through your project.



The presentation at the end of the community project is an oral presentation delivered to Assessment Panel. This may be an audience of teachers,
peers, family and friends, or the larger community.


For an individual student presentation the time allocated is 6–10 minutes. For a group presentation the time allocated is 10–14 minutes.



Students choosing to complete the project in groups will present the project as a group, but each group member should have the opportunity to
speak during the course of the presentation.



The format of the presentation should be structured following the MYP community project objectives. You should plan, draft, rehearse and prepare materials necessary for the presentation, and it is good practice for you to review one rehearsal presentation with your supervisor.

At the time of the presentation, you must submit to the Community Project Supervisor:


Community Project Plan



Academic Honesty Form



Project Action Proposal



Process Journal Extracts

Students choosing to work in groups will submit a selection of process journal extracts from each member of the group to represent the development
of their community project. Good practice suggests that evenly distributed selections will best represent the contributions of all individuals in the group.
In group submissions, a maximum of 15 process journal extracts is permitted. For individuals, a maximum of 10 process journal extracts is allowed.


Reflection



Final presentation and supporting visual aids (the format of the presentation can be digital or visual - poster board, movie, Prezi, PowerPoint, video journal, Google Docs, etc.)



Bibliography: a list of sources (cited according to the Academic Honesty Policy) that you

Community Project Presentation should include:
1) Goal
2) Need
3) Community
4) Global context - what did you want to achieve - what did you want others to understand through your project - what is a greater purpose of your project
5) Know-Learn-Do
- did you have any prior knowledge
- what did you need to learn
- what did you need to do
6) Process
-describe how you have carried out the project
-what research did you do - what resources did you use (people, books, websites, institutions...)
- who did you interact with in your community
- what actions did you take (include supporting photos, videos, interviews…)
7) Final product/outcome -show the final product to the audience
8) IB Learner Profile - what attributes of the IB Learner Profile were encouraged through this project - what were your strengths/
weaknesses
9) What ATL skills did you develop?
10) Conclusion: What does service mean to you after completing this project?

